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A G E N D A

September 16, 2019, 12:30 p.m. ET

Board Called to Order

Roll Call

1. Reports for Consent
1.1. Consideration/Approval of Minutes 

1.1.1. Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Trustees, June 17, 2019
1.1.2. Special Meeting of the Legislative Committee, June 17, 2019
1.1.3. Special Meeting of the Insurance Committee, June 17, 2019

1.2. Applications for Retirement and Annuity
1.3. Survivor Benefits
1.4. Life Insurance Benefits
1.5. Refunds
1.6. Interim Financial Statements

2. Report of the Investment Committee

3. Report of the Legislative Committee

4. Report of the Insurance Committee

5. Report of the Governance and Audit Committee

6. Executive Secretary’s Observations and Comments

General Discussion

Adjournment

The meeting will take place in the boardroom at the office of the 
Teachers’ Retirement System of the State of Kentucky

479 Versailles Road, Frankfort, Kentucky.
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 

  Teachers' Retirement System of Kentucky 

 

FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 

  Executive Secretary 

 

DATE:  September 16, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Reports for Consent 

 

1.1. Consideration/Approval of Minutes 

1.1.1. Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Trustees held June 17, 2019 

1.1.2. Special Meeting of the Legislative Committee held June 17, 2019 

1.1.3. Special Meeting of the Insurance Committee held June 17, 2019 

 

1.2. Applications for Retirement and Annuity 

The lists of members who retired June, July and August 2019 will be available for examination 

at the meeting. Attached is a summary of the particular payments and a comparison to the same 

period last year. Initial retirements for the period included 1,223 retirees with monthly payments 

totaling $4,121,440.46. During the same period last year, there were 1,564 retirements with 

monthly payments totaling $5,226,563.70. 

 

Recommendation:  The board is requested to approve the initial payments listed in the report. 

 

1.3. Survivor Benefits 

The list of persons qualifying for survivor benefit payments for the quarter April 1, 2019, 

through June 30, 2019, will be available for examination at the meeting.  During the period, there 

were 23 survivor benefits with a total monthly payment of $9,381.06. 

 

Recommendation:  The board is requested to approve the survivor benefit payments for the 

period April 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019, as listed in the report. 

 

1.4. Life Insurance Benefits 

The list of payments of life insurance benefits due to death of active and retired teachers for the 

period April 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019, will be available for examination at the meeting.  

There were 8 payments to the estates or beneficiaries of active teachers and 294 payments to the 

estates or beneficiaries of retired teachers for total payments of $1,486,000. During the same 

quarter in 2018, there were 290 payments in the amount of $1,417,000. 

 

Recommendation:  The board is requested to approve the payment of life insurance benefits as 

listed in the report. 
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1.5. Refunds 

The report of refunds for the quarter ended June 30, 2019, is also attached.  There were 491 

refunds for the quarter April 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019, and the amount refunded was 

$5,328,381.40.  The refunds are for the following categories: 

 

Regular withdrawals   459 $4,746,072.89 

  Deaths       32 $   582,308.51 

Totals    491 $5,328,381.40 

 

During the same quarter in 2018 there were 465 refunds totaling $4,350,198.09. 

 

Recommendation:  The board is requested to approve the payment of refunds as listed in the 

report. 

 

1.6. Interim Financial Statements 

Attached are the Interim Financial Statements for the quarter ended June 30, 2019. 

 

Recommendation:  The Interim Financial Statements are provided for informational purposes 

only and require no action by the board. 
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June July August Total Same Period 2018

0 0 0 0 0
Handicapped

Child $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

5 22 14 41 42
Disability

Retirement $14,644.88 $70,139.71 $40,142.70 $124,927.29 $121,964.16

245 751 182 1,178 1,521
Service 

Retirement $753,378.01 $2,721,237.48 $507,321.68 $3,981,937.17 $5,102,876.14

1 1 2 4 1
Beneficiary 
of Member $1,770.11 $5,299.30 $7,506.59 $14,576.00 $1,723.40
Eligible to 

Retire

251 774 198 1,223 1,564

TOTALS $769,793.00 $2,796,676.49 $554,970.97 $4,121,440.46 $5,226,563.70

Initial Applications for Retirement and Annuity
2019

Teachers' Retirement System of Kentucky
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Reports for Consent
Member Account Refunds

For the period April 2019 - June 2019

Active Refunds Count Net Refund Taxes Withheld Rollovers Total
April 164 654,539.72 163,184.08 831,471.31 1,649,195.11

May 165 640,267.21 159,971.54 781,137.85 1,581,376.60

June 130 703,417.15 175,838.94 636,245.09 1,515,501.18

Total 459 4,746,072.89

Deceased Refunds Count Net Refund Taxes Withheld Rollovers Total
April 13 38,726.42 9,111.50 154,059.03 201,896.95

May 3 36,097.04 7,465.71 0.00 43,562.75

June 16 205,770.09 41,620.82 89,457.90 336,848.81

Total 32 582,308.51

Total Refunds Count Net Refund Taxes Withheld Rollovers Total
April 177 693,266.14 172,295.58 985,530.34 1,851,092.06

May 168 676,364.25 167,437.25 781,137.85 1,624,939.35

June 146 909,187.24 217,459.76 725,702.99 1,852,349.99

Total 491 5,328,381.40

Page 1Monday, September 16, 2019 Teachers' Retirement System of Kentucky
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TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

OF THE STATE OF KENTUCKY 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

INTERIM FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

 

QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2019 

(MARKET VALUE - UNAUDITED) 
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FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018

ASSETS

Cash 86,053,652$            104,320,561$          35,499,236$         58,471,751$              261,417$           432,786$           239,187$            186,882$         122,053,492$           163,411,980$          

Receivables

Contributions 38,277,522              30,237,329              22,738,889           18,012,814                19,353               13,374               61,035,764               48,263,517              

State of Kentucky -                               16,199,596 791,035 10,277,791                120,308 35,965 911,343 26,513,352

Investment Income 51,446,307              44,151,888 2,420,395             2,061,568 325,174             732,657 3,345                  3,043 54,195,221               46,949,156

Investment Sales Receivable 12,620,835 18,104,128 1,081,560 424,710 -                         -                         13,702,395 18,528,838

Installment Account Receivable 154,386 316,083 154,386 316,083

Other Receivables 8,621 45,263 23,901,310 28,260,451                23,909,931 28,305,714

Due from Other Funds 1,828,004                1,779,623                1,828,004                 1,779,623                

------------------------- ------------------------- ----------------------- --------------------------- --------------------- --------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------

     Total Receivables 104,335,675 110,833,910 50,933,189 59,037,334 464,835 781,996 3,345                  3,043 155,737,044 170,656,283

Investments at Market Value 

Short Term Investments 678,273,062 403,309,780 74,104,999 56,993,634 13,451,102 3,724,036 343,207 373,549 766,172,370 464,400,999

Bonds and Mortgages 3,227,674,773 2,983,975,575 112,630,744 89,681,931 19,859,044 47,825,436 268,672 247,914 3,360,433,233 3,121,730,856

Stocks 12,288,549,261 12,544,141,125 768,005,547 605,705,867 48,261,798 29,895,479 334,537 312,013 13,105,151,143 13,180,054,484

Alternative Investments 1,359,374,419 1,282,830,325 102,153,229 81,232,638 48,510 -                         1,461,576,158 1,364,062,963

Real Estate 1,223,062,000 1,150,694,282 75,296,027 62,962,565 2,107,202 541,107 1,300,465,229 1,214,197,954

Additional Categories 1,432,019,602 1,416,514,873 203,521,400 185,613,170 1,354,418 1,300,000 1,636,895,420 1,603,428,043

------------------------- ------------------------- ----------------------- --------------------------- --------------------- --------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------

     Total Investments 20,208,953,117 19,781,465,960 1,335,711,946 1,082,189,805 85,082,074 83,286,058 946,416 933,476 21,630,693,553 20,947,875,299

Capital Assets 14,087,302 16,324,647 14,087,302 16,324,647

  ( net of accumulated depreciation ) ------------------------- ------------------------- ----------------------- --------------------------- --------------------- ----------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------

     Total Assets 20,413,429,746 20,012,945,078 1,422,144,371 1,199,698,890 85,808,326 84,500,840 1,188,948 1,123,401 21,922,571,391 21,298,268,209

LIABILITIES

Liabilities

Accrued Expenses and Other Liabilities 6,423,687                2,280,864                5,920,066             3,427,845                   12,343,753               5,708,709                

Investment Purchases Payable 20,311,797 14,927,782 2,902,101 1,446,969 -                         -                          -                       23,213,898 16,374,751

Investment Fees Payable 14,728,037              14,103,336 1,304,530             1,046,539 19,654 7,605                 -                          -                       16,052,221               15,157,480

Due to Other Funds -                               -                               1,796,292             1,747,561                   30,275               30,979               1,436                  1,083               1,828,003                 1,779,623                

Revenues Collected in Advance -                               -                               -                            1,749,168 -                                1,749,168

------------------------- ------------------------- ----------------------- --------------------------- --------------------- --------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- -------------------------- --------------------------

     Total Liabilities 41,463,521 31,311,982 11,922,989 9,418,082 49,929               38,584               1,436                  1,083               53,437,875 40,769,731

NET ASSETS HELD IN TRUST

   FOR PENSION BENEFITS 20,371,966,225$     19,981,633,096$     1,410,221,382$   1,190,280,808$         85,758,397$      84,462,256$      1,187,512$         1,122,318$      21,869,133,516$     21,257,498,478$     

=============== =============== ============= ================ ============ ============ ============= =========== =============== ===============

Funds TOTALBenefit Plan Insurance Plans Insurance Plan

Statements of Plan Net Assets
as of June 30, 2019 and 2018

( Market Value - Unaudited )

Defined Health Life Other

Page 1
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FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2018
ADDITIONS

Contributions

Employer- State Paid 1,051,448,311$      969,698,496$        76,381,841$       80,959,003$       1,209,055$      896,974$         -$            -$             1,129,039,207$      1,051,554,473$     

Employer- LSD, Other 71,583,048 78,972,705 106,764,314 106,143,410 212,172 161,355 267,554       325,950       178,827,088 185,603,420

Member- Active 321,172,166 319,127,087 131,432,243 130,452,747 452,604,409 449,579,834

Member- Retired 58,012,038 58,008,176 58,012,038 58,008,176

Recovery Income 80,551,091 88,611,557 80,551,091 88,611,557

------------------------ ------------------------ ---------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------------ ------------------------

     Total Contribution 1,444,203,525 1,367,798,288 453,141,527 464,174,893 1,421,227 1,058,329 267,554       325,950       1,899,033,833 1,833,357,460

Investment Income/(Loss) 

Net Appreciation/(Depreciation) in 

    Fair Value of Investments 651,487,372 1,574,056,951 63,835,895 68,954,490 3,706,871 (1,270,937) 43,282         20,861         719,073,420 1,641,761,365

Interest 159,741,150 138,027,758 9,120,053 6,195,753 764,520 2,446,305 21,645 14,895 169,647,368 146,684,711

Dividends 304,120,073 262,669,598 6,724,667 5,633,011           727,547 40,895 6,365 5,898 311,578,652 268,349,402

Rental Income, Net 28,402,562 29,957,783 28,402,562 29,957,783

Securities Lending, Net 2,604,444 4,002,317 31,954 7,611              560 273 2,636,958 4,010,201

------------------------ ------------------------ ---------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------------ ------------------------

Gross Investment Income 1,146,355,601 2,008,714,407 79,680,615 80,783,254 5,230,892 1,223,874 71,852 41,927 1,231,338,960 2,090,763,462

Less Investment Expense (61,153,731) (55,500,376) (5,295,133) (3,942,742) (172,703)         (113,453)         (28,352)       (16,346)        (66,649,919) (59,572,917)

------------------------ ------------------------ ---------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------------ ------------------------

Net Investment Income 1,085,201,870 1,953,214,031 74,385,482 76,840,512 5,058,189 1,110,421 43,500 25,581 1,164,689,041 2,031,190,545

------------------------ ------------------------ ---------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------------ ------------------------

     Total Additions 2,529,405,395 3,321,012,319 527,527,009 541,015,405 6,479,416 2,168,750 311,054 351,531 3,063,722,874 3,864,548,005

DEDUCTIONS

Benefits 2,094,364,072 2,004,617,334 5,153,000 5,452,920 244,424 190,626 2,099,761,496 2,010,260,880

Refunds of Contributions 32,403,149 31,072,421 32,403,149 31,072,421

Under 65 Insurance Expenses 114,544,237 120,519,991 114,544,237 120,519,991

Over 65 Insurance Expenses 191,245,906       186,856,718 191,245,906 186,856,718

Administrative Expense 12,305,045 11,388,493 1,796,292           1,747,561           30,275             30,979            1,436           1,083           14,133,048 13,168,116

------------------------ ------------------------ ---------------------- ---------------------- ------------------- ------------------- ---------------- ----------------- ------------------------ ------------------------

     Total Deductions 2,139,072,266 2,047,078,248 307,586,435 309,124,270 5,183,275 5,483,899 245,860 191,709 2,452,087,836 2,361,878,126

Net Increase  ( Decrease ) 390,333,129 1,273,934,071 219,940,574 231,891,135 1,296,141 (3,315,149) 65,194 159,822 611,635,038 1,502,669,879

NET ASSETS HELD IN TRUST

 FOR PENSION BENEFITS

Beginning of year 19,981,633,096 18,707,699,025 1,190,280,808 958,389,673 84,462,256 87,777,405 1,122,318 962,496 21,257,498,478 19,754,828,599

Ending of period 20,371,966,225$    19,981,633,096$   1,410,221,382$   1,190,280,808$   85,758,397$    84,462,256$    1,187,512$  1,122,318$  21,869,133,516$    21,257,498,478$   

============== ============== ============= ============= =========== =========== ========== ========== ============== ==============

Statements of Changes in Plan Net Assets
For the Twelve Months Ended June 30, 2019 and 2018

( Market Value - Unaudited )

Defined Medical Life Other
Benefit Plan Insurance Plan Insurance Plan Funds TOTAL

Page 2
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 
  Teachers’ Retirement System of the State of Kentucky 
 
FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 
  Executive Secretary 
 
DATE:  September 16, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Report of the Investment Committee 
 
1.  Investment Committee Meeting and Actions: The investments approved at the August 22, 
2019, Investment Committee meeting are as follows: initial commitments of up to $100 million 
from the TRS Retirement Annuity Trust, up to $40 million from the TRS Health Insurance Trust 
and up to $1 million from the TRS Life Insurance Trust into a high yield strategy managed by 
Lord Abbett & Co.; initial commitments of up to $100 million from the TRS Retirement Annuity 
Trust, up to $5 million from the TRS Health Insurance Trust and up to $1 million from the TRS 
Life Insurance Trust into a high yield strategy managed by TRS staff. Additionally, outside 
managers Wellington Management Co. and Columbia Threadneedle Investments presented on 
their respective portfolios. 
 
2. Purchases and Disposals: The Report of the Investment Committee for the quarter ended June 
30, 2019, is presented for review and approval. During this quarter, 2,100 purchases amounted to 
$3,233,087,353.24 and 3,229 disposals amounted to $3,018,505,438.27. The disposals consisted 
of 2,883 sales, 307 principal payments and 39 redemptions. While the TRS investment 
department initiates each of these transactions, the custodian of securities is responsible for 
handling and securing each stock, bond or other type of investment. At the end of the quarter, 
TRS’s invested securities had a book value of $15,695,088,275.44 and a market value of 
$20,232,005,745.27. 
 
3. Staff’s Comments on Economic and Market Conditions: For the quarter, U.S. equities 
outperformed international developed and emerging markets, and duration sensitive assets 
produced notable gains as yields fell across most developed economies. Yields on the 10-year 
Treasury note fell from 2.41% at the end of the March 31 quarter to 2% at the end of the June 30 
quarter, providing a tail wind to higher equity valuations because of the implied lower discount 
rate. Commodities were the only major asset class to produce negative returns, with energy and 
industrial metals markets driving the sector lower.  
 
The economic data released during the quarter largely was consistent with slowing economic 
growth. While non-farm payroll growth in the U.S. remained healthy in the quarter, it was below 
the 223,000 payroll additions per month achieved in 2018. Similarly, the Purchasing Managers’ 
Indexes for the manufacturing and service sectors fell from recent levels in the mid-50s to just 
above 50, indicating a slower expansion of economic activity in those sectors. While U.S. gross 
domestic product growth estimates came in with a strong reading of 3.1% for the quarter ending 
March 31, a closer read of the numbers indicated much of the contribution was attributable to 
increases in inventory, which is not typically a sustainable growth driver. Taken together, the 
Federal Reserve widely was expected to lower interest rates during its July meeting with the 
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Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) referencing both the U.S. and global growth 
slowdown as basis for pursuing an easier path for monetary policy.  
 
U.S. equity markets sustained the strong performance trends from the prior quarter into the 
quarter that ended June 30. All major indices finished in positive territory, mostly buoyed by 
accommodative language from the FOMC and the potential for a short-term resolution in the 
U.S.-China trade dispute. However, despite finishing the quarter positively, U.S. markets  
experienced a mid-quarter drawdown. In May, all three major U.S. indices dropped below their 
200-day moving averages. But they bounced back in June to close the month above that trend 
line. The quarter finished strongly in June, with the highest monthly S&P 500 return since 1955, 
at 7%, resulting in a return of 4.3% for the quarter.  
 
The growth-led market continued into the quarter but saw slightly tightened spreads between 
growth and value. The period also saw a size reversal compared to the March 31 quarter, as 
larger capitalization stocks outperformed their smaller cap counterparts, with the Russell 1000 
Index outperforming the Russell 2000 Index by 2.2%. Except for energy, all other sectors posted 
positive returns, with financials taking the lead as the S&P 500 financials sector returned 8% for 
the quarter.  
 
Active management results were generally mixed during the quarter. Both growth and value 
managers in the small- and mid-cap segments experienced improved success rates during the 
quarter, while active large-cap managers struggled to keep up with the strong benchmark returns.  
 
Developed international markets lagged domestic equities but did have positive returns during 
the quarter with large-cap stocks outperforming their smaller counterparts. Growth stocks 
continue to outperform value stocks, with returns dispersion between the styles being significant 
over the past 10-year period as compared to historical spreads.  
 
Emerging markets equity returns did not keep pace with developed markets, but they broadly 
remained in positive territory despite emerging market small-cap stocks having slightly negative 
returns. Contrasting with the trend in developed international markets, value outperformed 
growth stocks during the quarter. 
 
U.S. Treasury rates held relatively steady for the first half of the quarter, but notably declined 
later in the period. The spread between 3-month and 10-year maturities, which when inverted can 
be a recession indicator, has remained inverted since late May. Markets were responding to trade 
war escalations, signs of moderating economic and job growth and the potential for U.S. interest 
rate cuts. U.S. Treasury yields fell the most in the belly of the curve, leading to a slight curve 
steepening with the spread between 2- and 10-year maturities increasing to 0.25%.  
  
The Bloomberg U.S. Government/Credit Index finished with another strong quarter, returning 
3.5%. Though investment-grade corporate spreads widened for much of the quarter, they 
reversed course in June to finish slightly tighter, and the decline in U.S. Treasury yields helped 
propel the Bloomberg U.S. Corporate Bond Index to a 4.5% return. The Bloomberg U.S. High 
Yield Index returned 2.5%.  
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Core private real estate returned 1% during the quarter, as reported by the NCREIF-ODCE 
Index, with the total return comprised of 1.01% income and 0.01% price depreciation. During the 
quarter, the impact from some NCREIF-ODCE member firms materially writing down values of 
retail properties in their funds led to the slight depreciation return component. More specifically, 
those funds with mall properties, especially less-desirable malls, commonly referred to as “Class 
B,” were impacted most heavily. Other forms of retail properties, such as grocery-anchored retail 
properties, held up better.  
 
4. Performance: Investment performance was solid for the quarter ending June 30, 2019. The 
Retirement Annuity Trust’s portfolio appreciated 3.51% for the quarter, outperforming the 
Policy Index, which increased 3.43%. TRS’s domestic equities gained 4.06%, in line with the 
S&P 1500 Stock index which gained 4.16% for the quarter. TRS’s international stocks returned 
3.38% outperforming the MSCI All Country ex U.S. Index, which had a return of 3.22% for the 
quarter. Alternatives and real estate were positive contributors as private equity gained 4.08% 
while real estate returned 1.93%. TRS’s fixed income returned 3.41%, as the Bloomberg 
Barclays Gov/Credit Bond Index returned 3.53% for the quarter.  
 
Recommendation: The executive secretary recommends that the board accept and ratify the 
Report of the Investment Committee. 
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TOTAL BV INVESTED AT 03/31/19 15,480,506,360.47$    

April Activity

Purchases 1,049,303,309.75   

Disposals (970,785,151.99)     

Paydowns (3,216,732.72)         

Redemptions (22,162,954.30)       

Short-Term Pool Net 220,662,088.19      

273,800,558.93           

May Activity

Purchases 577,268,962.43      

Disposals (450,498,762.19)     

Paydowns (1,574,199.08)         

Redemptions (17,715,348.16)       

Short-Term Pool Net (176,660,836.91)     

(69,180,183.91)            

June Activity

Purchases 286,651,112.29      

Disposals (370,385,341.32)     

Paydowns (2,373,492.20)         

Redemptions (33,349,436.03)       

Short-Term Pool Net 129,418,697.21      

9,961,539.95               

TOTAL BV INVESTED AT 06/30/19 15,695,088,275.44$    

* TRS recognizes investment transactions on the date they occur.  Transaction settlements, generally, occur days 
following transactions.  The interim period between transaction date and settlement date represents a "pending 
period".  At the time this statement was produced, ($6,753,018.24) in net transactions had occurred but had not 
settled. The statement does not include either expected cash receipts or disbursements associated with these 
pending trades. Upon settlement of these pending transactions, the net effect would be as follows:

* TRS recognizes investment transactions on the date they occur.  Transaction settlements, generally, occur days 
following transactions.  The interim period between transaction date and settlement date represents a "pending 
period".  At the time this statement was produced, ($7,690,957) in net transactions had occurred but had not settled.
The statement does not include either expected cash receipts or disbursements associated with these pending trades.
Upon settlement of these pending transactions, the net effect would be as follows:
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                           Total Short Term 701,325,690           

                         - Pending Payable (7,690,957)              

                           Net 693,634,733           
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Total Book Value Invested @ 4/1/19 15,480,506,360.47$    

Purchases:

360 Cash Equivalents 1,319,863,968.74$     

146 Fixed Income Securities 729,742,297.73          

1314 Equity Securities 875,945,159.15          

27 Real Estate 22,768,061.07            

83 Alternative Investments 119,028,255.88          

170 Additional Categories 165,739,610.67          

2100      Total Purchases 3,233,087,353.24$      

Disposals:

316 Cash Equivalents 1,146,444,020.25$     

190 Fixed Income Securities 517,204,914.40          

307 Principal Paydowns 7,164,424.03              

34 Redemptions / Maturities 68,242,561.12            

2044 Equity Securities 957,255,463.28          

33 Real Estate 21,473,326.81            

138 Alternative Investments 152,140,534.90          

162 Additional Categories 143,595,016.11          

0 Additional Principal Paydowns -                              

5 Additional Redemptions / Maturities 4,985,177.37              

3229      Total Disposals 3,018,505,438.27$      

Total Book Value Invested @ 6/30/19 15,695,088,275.44$    

Total Par Value Invested @ 6/30/19 15,685,944,651.78$    

Total Market Value Invested @ 6/30/19 20,232,005,745.27$    

                           Total Short Term 701,325,690               

                         - Pending Payable (7,690,957)                  

                           Net 693,634,733               

INVESTMENT ACTIVITY

April 1, 2019 -- June 30, 2019

* TRS recognizes investment transactions on the date they occur.  Transaction settlements, 
generally, occur days following transactions.  The interim period between transaction date and 
settlement date represents a "pending period".  At the time this statement was produced, 
($6,753,018.24) in net transactions had occurred but had not settled. The statement does not 
include either expected cash receipts or disbursements associated with these pending trades. Upon 
settlement of these pending transactions, the net effect would be as follows:

* TRS recognizes investment transactions on the date they occur.  Transaction settlements, 
generally, occur days following transactions.  The interim period between transaction date and 
settlement date represents a "pending period".  At the time this statement was produced, 
($7,690,957) in net transactions had occurred but had not settled. The statement does not include 
either expected cash receipts or disbursements associated with these pending trades. Upon 
settlement of these pending transactions, the net effect would be as follows:
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 
  Teachers’ Retirement System of Kentucky 
 
FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 
  Executive Secretary 
 
DATE:  September 16, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Report of the Legislative Committee 
 
 
The Legislative Committee will have a special meeting on September 16, 2019, prior to the 
regular quarterly meeting of the board. The committee will present a report to the board during 
the regular quarterly meeting. 
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 
  Teachers’ Retirement System of Kentucky 
 
FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 
  Executive Secretary 
 
DATE:  September 16, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Report of the Insurance Committee 
 
 
The Insurance Committee will have a special meeting on September 16, 2019, prior to the 
regular quarterly meeting of the board. The committee will present a report to the board during 
the regular quarterly meeting. 
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 

  Teachers' Retirement System of the State of Kentucky 

 

FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 

  Executive Secretary 

 

DATE:  September 16, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Report of the Governance and Audit Committee 

 

 

The Governance and Audit Committee will have a special meeting on September 16, 2019, prior 

to the regular quarterly meeting of the board. The committee will present a report to the board 

during the regular quarterly meeting. 

 

The committee will be discussing the special audit by the Auditor of Public Accounts entitled 

Examination of Certain Policies, Procedures, Controls and Transparency Compliance Activities 

of Retirement Systems in Kentucky. A copy of TRS’s response and the audit are provided. 
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TRS’S RESPONSE TO REPORT 
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TRS’s Response to Report 
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EXAMINATION OF CERTAIN POLICIES, PROCEDURES, 

CONTROLS, AND TRANSPARENCY COMPLIANCE  
ACTIVITIES OF  

RETIREMENT SYSTEMS IN KENTUCKY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MIKE HARMON 
AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
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August 27, 2019 
LETTER FROM AUDITOR HARMON TO THE JFRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, KRS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AND TRS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Donna S. Early, Executive Director 
Judicial Form Retirement System 
Suite 302, Whitaker Bank Building 
305 Ann Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
David Eager, Executive Director  
Kentucky Retirement Systems 
1260 Louisville Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
Gary L. Harbin, Executive Secretary 
Teachers’ Retirement System Kentucky 
479 Versailles Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
Dear Ms. Early, Mr. Eager, and Mr. Harbin: 
 

The Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) has completed its examination of the Judicial Form 
Retirement System (JFRS), the Kentucky Retirement Systems (KRS), and the Teachers Retirement 
System of Kentucky (TRS).  This report summarizes the procedures performed and communicates 
the results of those procedures. 
 

The purpose of this examination was not to provide an opinion on the financial statements, 
but to determine each systems’ compliance with specific elements of Senate Bill 2, to evaluate 
whether account delinquencies impacting these systems exist and agency measures taken to 
address such delinquencies, and to evaluate each system’s process for indication of deceased 
beneficiaries to determine whether payments are being made on accounts of deceased individuals.   
 

Detailed findings and recommendations based on our examination are presented in this 
report to assist each system in implementing corrective action.  Overall, these findings indicate the 
following: 
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 KRS and TRS need to provide greater transparency of investments, particularly in
relation to investment manager contracts.

 KRS needs to improve its tracking of investment manager contracts to enable accurate
reporting of the number of contracts it has.

 TRS is not clearly reporting carried interest on investments to allow the public to readily
identify how much investment managers are making on TRS investments.

 Additional controls may exist to assist KRS in monitoring and controlling investment
fees.

 KRS has $16.1 million in delinquent balances, and penalties are not consistently applied.
 Greater controls and oversight by KRS and JFRS are needed to avoid payments made to

deceased individuals.

We appreciate your assistance and the assistance of your staff throughout the examination.  
If you have any questions or wish to discuss this report further, please contact me or Andrew 
English, Executive Director, Auditor of Public Accounts. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Harmon 
Auditor of Public Accounts 
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
  
Examination Scope 
 

On July 19, 2018, the Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) notified the executive 
officer of the Kentucky Retirement Systems (KRS) of its intent to conduct special 
examination procedures.  On August 22, 2018, the same notification was made to the 
Judicial Form Retirement System (JFRS) and the Teachers Retirement System of Kentucky 
(TRS).  The scope of the examination focused on system compliance with specific elements 
of the 2017 Senate Bill 2 (SB2) transparency legislation passed by the Kentucky General 
Assembly which became effective in 2017.  In addition to examining the systems’ 
compliance with elements of SB2, the APA examined the process followed by each system 
to identify deceased retirees and retirement beneficiaries, as well as collections and 
delinquencies.  Examination procedures focused primarily on system activity in these areas 
occurring between the period of July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. 
 

The purpose of this examination was not to provide an opinion on the financial 
statements or to duplicate the work of the retirement systems’ annual financial statement 
audits.  The objectives of this examination were to determine JFRS’s, KRS’s, and TRS’s 
compliance with specific elements of SB2, to evaluate whether account delinquencies 
impacting these systems may exist and agency measures taken to address such 
delinquencies, and to evaluate each system’s process for identification of deceased 
beneficiaries to determine whether payments are being made on accounts of deceased 
individuals.  
 
Judicial Form Retirement System 
 

The Judicial Form Retirement System (JFRS) is a state agency responsible for the 
administration of the Judicial Retirement Plan and the Legislative Retirement Plan.  The 
system is governed by a Board of Trustees, which consists of eight members, three 
appointed by the Supreme Court, two by the Governor, one by the Senate President, one 
by the Speaker of the House and one jointly by the President and Speaker.  The daily 
operations of JFRS and its plans are managed by an Executive Director, who is employed 
by the Board of Trustees.   
 

Per Kentucky Revised Statute 21.550 and Kentucky Revised Statute 21.560, each 
plan, Judicial and Legislative, has its own Investment Committee that is designated by 
Kentucky state law to have full and sole authority over each fund and the investments.  The 
investment committees can arrange for both the funds to constitute a common fund for 
investment purposes only.  Collectively, the funds contract with a single firm to provide 
investment management and counsel services.  JFRS’s Investment Procurement Policy 
requires the system to award all investment consultant and advisor services through a 
competitive proposal process.  Through contract, the firm is authorized to make sales and 
purchases on behalf of the system, but only through brokers approved by the funds.  The 
contracted firm is to operate within the confines of the JFRS Investment Policy Statement 
of the funds.  The JFRS’s Investment Policy Statement outlines the systems’ investment 

20190916 TRS Board of Trustees Quarterly Meeting - Report of the Governance and Audit Committee

197



Chapter I: Introduction and Background 
Page 6 

 

 

objectives and expectations regarding asset allocations, sales and purchases of investments, 
and communications with the systems’ administration.  This policy is available to the 
public through the JFRS website at https://kjfrs.ky.gov.  
 

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2018, JFRS membership included a total of 961 members, 597 
in Judicial and 364 in Legislative.  In that same year, the system had a total of $513,062,093 
in investments, $395,568,767 in the Judicial Plan and $117,493,326 in the Legislative Plan.  
This is an increase of $32,450,340 from FY 2017.    

 
Figure 1: Fiscal Year 2018 JFRS Membership by Plan and Member Status 

 
Source: APA based on the FY 2018 JFRS Financial Statements 

 
Kentucky Retirement Systems 
 

KRS consists of three individual systems: the Kentucky Employees Retirement 
System (KERS), created by the General Assembly in 1956, the State Police Retirement 
System (SPRS), created in 1958, and, the County Employees Retirement System (CERS) 
also created in 1958.  KRS is governed by a 17 member Board of Trustees, consisting of: 
the Kentucky Personnel Cabinet Secretary, three members from and elected by the 
membership of CERS, one member from and elected by the membership of SPRS, two 
members from and elected by the membership of KERS, and 10 appointed by the 
Governor.  The daily operations of KRS and its plans are managed by an Executive 
Director, appointed by the Board of Trustees.  
 

Per Kentucky Revised Statute 61.650(b)(2), the KRS Investment Committee has 
the “authority to implement the investment policies adopted by the board and act on behalf 
of the board on all investment-related matters and to acquire, sell, safeguard, monitor, and 
manage the assets and securities of the several funds.”  KRS contracts with over 100 
external investment managers.  For contracts and offerings established or renewed on or 
after July 1, 2017, KRS is required to procure external investment managers and 
consultants through a competitive selection process.  The selection of external investment 
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managers is initiated by KRS staff and requires review and approval of the KRS Investment 
Committee, with ratification by its board.   
 

Figure 2 provides a summary count of members and participating employers by 
individual KRS system in FY 2018, along with total long-term investments held at fair 
value.  

 
Figure 2: Total KRS Members, Participating Employers and Long-Term Investments (at 

fair value) by Individual Retirement System for FY 2018 

 
Source: APA based on the 2018 KRS Comprehensive Annual Financial Report Combining Statements of 

Fiduciary Net Position. 
 

Figure 2 identifies total KRS long-term Investments for FY 2018 were over $16.5 
billion.  This is an increase of $705.2 million from FY 2017.  Though KRS receives an 
annual audit, the APA performs the financial statement audit every five years per Kentucky 
Revised Statute 61.645(12)(b).  The FY 2018 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR) was performed by the APA and released on December 19, 2018.  See the FY 2018 
report at 
http://apps.auditor.ky.gov/Public/Audit_Reports/Archive/2018krsfinancialaudit.pdf.  
 
Teachers’ Retirement System of Kentucky  
 

The Teachers’ Retirement System of Kentucky (TRS) is a state agency established 
in 1938 to provide retirement to Kentucky teachers across the Commonwealth and began 
its operations in 1940 after receiving funding from the Kentucky General Assembly.  
Similar to the other Kentucky retirement systems, TRS is governed by a Board of Trustees 
and daily management is provided by an Executive Secretary appointed by the board.  The 
TRS Board of Trustees is comprised of 11 members which include the Kentucky Education 
Commissioner, the Kentucky State Treasurer, two appointed by the Governor, four elected 
active members of the system, one elected retired system member, and two lay trustees. 
 

Per Kentucky Revised Statute 161.430, the TRS Board of Trustees has the “full 
power and responsibility for the purchase, sale, exchange, transfer, or other disposition of 
the investments and moneys of the retirement system.”  This statute allows the board to 
“employ qualified investment staff to advise it on investment matters and to invest and 
manage assets of the system not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the system’s assets.”  
Additionally, the statute does not allow a single investment counselor to manage more than 
40% of the funds of the retirement system.  For contracts and offerings established or 
renewed on or after July 1, 2017, TRS is required to procure external investment managers 

Total Participating Investments
KRS System Members Employers at Fair Value
Total KERS 134,477   348               3,780,893,000$     
Total CERS 242,185   1,139            12,355,681,000     
Total SPRS 2,626       1                   422,986,000          

Grand Total 379,288   16,559,560,000$   
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and consultants through a competitive selection process.  TRS had 41 investment managers 
according to its FY 2018 Financial Statement Audit. 
 

In FY2018, TRS total membership equaled 135,396, with 54,377 retirees and 
beneficiaries receiving benefits that year.  At the same time, the plan had 207 employers 
participating in the plan including local school districts, universities, Department of 
Education agencies, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, and other 
educational organizations.  TRS had $20,947,875,299 in total investments, reported at fair 
value, in FY 2018.  This is an increase of $1,514,084,915 from FY 2017.    
 
Senate Bill 2 
 

SB2, which went into effect in early 2017, was codified into law through Kentucky 
Revised Statutes: 6.350, 7A.220, 7A.255, 21.530, 21.540, 61.645, 61.650, 121.250, 
161.340, 161.430, 7A.220.  SB2 addressed a number of areas including transparency of 
fees, contracts, and profit sharing arrangements; retirement system board appointments; 
procurement policies; and, payments to placement agents.  As stated previously, a focus of 
this examination was on the systems’ compliance with certain elements of SB2.  
Specifically, we examined whether each of the systems disclosed information such as the 
following required of KRS by Kentucky Revised Statute 61.645(19), which reads: 

 
(i) All investment holdings in aggregate, fees, and commissions for each 
fund administered by the board, which shall be updated on a quarterly 
basis for fiscal years beginning on or after July 1, 2017.  The systems shall 
request from all managers, partnerships, and any other available sources 
all information regarding fees and commissions and shall, based on the 
requested information received: 
1. Disclose the dollar value of fees and commissions paid to each 

individual manager or partnership; 
2. Disclose the dollar value of any profit sharing, carried interest, or any 

other partnership incentive arrangements, partnership agreements, or 
any other partnership expenses received by or paid to each manager or 
partnership; and 

3. As applicable, report each fee or commission by manager or 
partnership consistent with standards established by the Institutional 
Limited Partners Association (ILPA). 

 
In addition to the requirements of this paragraph, the systems shall also 
disclose the name and address of all individual underlying managers or 
partners in any fund of funds in which system assets are invested. 

 
(j) An update of net of fees investment returns, asset allocations, and the 
performance of the funds against benchmarks adopted by the board for 
each fund, for each asset class administered by the board, and for each 
manager.  The update shall be posted on a quarterly basis for fiscal years 
beginning on or after July 1, 2017. 
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(l) All contracts or offering documents for services, goods, or property 
purchased or utilized by the systems. 
Kentucky Revised Statute 21.540(4) and Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250(4) 

contain similar requirements for JFRS and TRS, respectively.  Figure 3 provides a 
summary of the examination findings related to each systems’ non-compliance with 
regards to specific sections of SB2.  An X indicates the system is identified as non-
compliant. 
 

Figure 3: Retirement Systems’ Areas of Non-Compliance with Senate Bill 2 
Public Disclosure Requirements 

 
Source: APA based on sample tested. 

 
As demonstrated in Figure 3, KRS is identified as non-compliant with SB2 for 

failing to present publicly all contracts or offering documents, see Finding 2 (page 16).  
TRS is identified as non-compliant for not presenting publicly all contracts or offering 
documents and for not disclosing the names and address of all individual underlying 
managers or partners in any fund of funds in which the system has invested assets, see 
Finding 4 (page 18-22).  Additionally, TRS failed to disclose the dollar value of carried 
interest, see Finding 5 (page 23-24).  
 

In addition to the above transparency elements of SB2, this examination reviewed 
compliance by the systems as it relates to adherence to Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) 
Institute Code of Ethics and Standards of Professional Conduct, Asset Manager Code of 
Professional Conduct, and Code of Conduct for Members of a Pension Scheme Governing 
Body.  The results of this inquiry are summarized in Figure 4.  Again, an X in the chart 
indicates the system is identified as non-compliant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Disclosures: JFRS KRS TRS

Disclose dollar value of any profit sharing, 
carried interest, or any other partnership 
incentive 



Disclose the name and address of all 
individual underlying managers or partners 
in any fund of funds in which system assets 
are invested



All contracts or offering documents for 
services, goods, or property purchased or 
utilized by the systems.
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Figure 4: Retirement Systems’ Compliance with Select CFA Institute Codes  

 
Source: APA based on inquiry performed by this office. 

 
 JFRS was not evaluated for adherence to CFA Institute Codes as indicated by the 
system’s exclusion from Figure 4.  SB2 did not make adherence to CFA Institute Codes a 
requirement for that system.  Rather, SB2 reconfirmed JFRS’s fiduciary duty for 
investment managers, found under Kentucky Revised Statute 21.540(5), and JFRS’s 
conflict of interest provisions found in Kentucky Revised Statute 21.450(2).  
 

KRS was found non-compliant in adherence of the CFA Code of Conduct because 
the system had not notified all general partners of the requirements of SB2.  In 2019, the 
Kentucky General Assembly passed a new bill, House Bill 489, revising these 
requirements.  
 
House Bill 489  

 
On March 25, 2019, House Bill 489 was signed into law.  This bill removes the 

requirement for Investment Managers to adhere to the CFA Code of Ethics and Standards 
of Professional Conduct and instead, requires Investment Managers to comply with the 
federal Investment Advisers Act of 1940.  The Investment Advisers Act of 1940 is federal 
law administered by the Securities and Exchange Commission.  The bill also removes the 
requirement for board trustees to adhere to the CFA Code of Ethics and Standards of 
Professional Conduct; however, board members are still required to adhere to the CFA 
Code of Conduct for Members of a Pension Scheme Governing Body.  No changes were 
made to the requirements of internal investment staff and investment consultants who work 
for the retirement systems in developing overall investment strategies and identifying 
potential investment managers.  In light of these recent changes, KRS’s non-compliance in 
this was moot as of March 25, 2019.  As such, these matters will not be discussed further 
in this examination report.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CFA Institute Adherence: KRS TRS

Code of Ethics and Standards of 
Professional Conduct (applies to system 
investment staff, investment managers, 
board members)



Asset Manager Code of Professional 
Conduct (applies to individual managing 
system assets)
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CHAPTER II: CONTRACT TRANSPARENCY 
 

In Chapters II through III of this report, the terms private equity investment, general 
partner, and limited partner will be mentioned.  In the simplest of terms, a private equity 
investment is managed by a private equity firm that serves as the general partner.  The 
general partner manages the investment and the investors who invest in the private equity 
fund are the limited partners.  A limited partner’s total liability is limited to the extent of 
the capital invested.  
 
Finding 1: KRS has Abdicated its Responsibility to Abide by the Open Records 
Act 
 

Although KRS has complied with certain 
elements of SB2, including reporting investment 
holdings in aggregate, fees, and commissions, and 
reporting quarterly net of fees investment returns, 
asset allocations and fund performance compared to 
established benchmarks, the agency has not ensured 
compliance with all requirements of the bill.  KRS has not presented all investment 
manager contracts on its website and has delegated its responsibility to redact confidential 
and proprietary information from those contracts to external investment managers.  By 
abdicating its responsibility, KRS has allowed external investment managers to control 
access to public information.    
 

Investment manager contracts presented on the KRS website are highly redacted.  
Redactions are allowed based on Kentucky Revised Statute 61.645(20) which states, 
“Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection (19) of this section, the retirement 
systems shall not be required to furnish information that is protected under Kentucky 
Revised Statute 61.661, exempt under Kentucky Revised Statute 61.878, or that, if 
disclosed, would compromise the retirement systems’ ability to competitively invest in real 
estate or other asset classes…If any public record contains material which is not excepted 
under this section, the systems shall separate the excepted material by removal, 
segregation, or redaction, and make the nonexcepted material available for examination” 
(emphasis added). 
 

Initially we reviewed three KRS Investment Manager contracts posted online.  
Information was redacted in at least one or more of the following areas contained in all 
three contracts: 

 Conflicts of Interest 
 Incentive Allocation 
 Expenses/Fees 
 Duty of Care; Indemnification 
 Allocation of Net Profit and Net Loss 
 Management Fees 
 Side Letters 

KRS allows external investment 
managers to control access to 

public information. 
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 Investment Advisors Act 
 Investment-Related Definitions 
 Investment Opportunities and Limitations 

 
The name of the vendor and the date of the contract, with the exception of the year, 

was redacted on most contracts.  General statements such as “The Investment Manager 
shall select and monitor Brokers in good faith” and various Table of Content section 
headers were also redacted.  While KRS indicates redactions made by the external 
investment managers are considered proprietary and confidential business information, 
unnecessary redactions such as these were identified.   
 

KRS stated that it does not redact anything from these contracts.  According to 
KRS, the individual managers will decide what they consider to be a “trade secret” and 
redact their documents accordingly.  However, Kentucky Revised Statute 61.645 places 
the responsibility of redacting information on the retirement system.  KRS developed a 
“gating” process for all contracts initiated after April 2017 in an effort to ensure SB2 
requirements are included in the contracts going forward.   
 
“Gating” Process 
 

After SB2 passed on February 27, 2017, the KRS 
executive team, investment staff, investment operations 
staff, and investment compliance staff sent letters to 
public equity and fixed income managers explaining the 
provisions of the statute.  Managers who received the 
letter were the same 33 managers for which contracts had 
been presented on the KRS website as of February 14, 
2019.  KRS postponed sending letters to alternative 
investment managers until the legality of disclosing 
contracts of a general partner could be established.  
Alternative investments can include private equity, hedge funds, and real estate 
investments. 
 

KRS stated that the letter to public equity and fixed income managers was based on 
external investment legal counsel’s review of SB2 requirements.  In this letter, KRS asked 
managers to provide redacted versions of relevant partnership agreements and contracts 
through a cover letter, see sample letter at Appendix A.  They further asked that redactions 
be limited to only proprietary information or what would be considered exempt under 
Kentucky’s Open Records Act.  Upon receiving the redacted documentation, KRS stated 
they would review the redactions for reasonableness and then post the documents to their 
website.   
 
 
 
 

KRS postponed notification 
of SB2 requirements to 
alternative investment 

managers until the legality 
of disclosing contracts of a 

general partner could be 
established. 
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A footnote in the letter to investment managers explains the basis by which 
redactions can be made.  It states: 

 
The basis for redaction could invoke the exception to disclosure for “records 
confidentially disclosed to an agency or required by an agency to be 
disclosed to it, generally recognized as confidential or proprietary, which if 
openly disclosed would permit an unfair commercial advantage to 
competitors of the entity that disclosed the records.”  See Kentucky Revised 
Statutes section 61.878(1)(c)(1).  Fee terms, however, are expressly 
required to be disclosed, and may not be redacted. 
 
As previously noted, this requirement did not go 

into effect until February 27, 2017.  Therefore, it does 
not affect managers and contracts established prior to 
this date.  Review determined investment managers 
procured after this date still redacted fee terms, and no 
action was taken by KRS to ensure this information was 
made available to the public.  According to the KRS 
Executive Director of the Office of Investments, some 
invest managers choose to redact their fee schedules 
from their contracts because they have negotiated special fees with KRS and do not want 
that publicized. 
 

Though requested by KRS, no cover letters containing explanations were provided 
by any investment managers for the redactions made to their contracts.  The KRS Executive 
Director explained that KRS staff generally review every contract and that management 
encourages “surgical redaction” rather than “wholesale redaction” in hopes that the 
managers will only redact one line or statement and not an entire paragraph.  Further, the 
Executive Director stated while KRS does a general review of the contracts, they do not 
give an opinion on the redactions unless they are outright onerous.  As previously noted, 
some redactions seem completely unnecessary such as the redactions made to the Table of 
Contents, the manager’s name, and date.  
 

The KRS Executive Director of the Office of Investments could only recall 
negotiating with one manager about redactions.  This negotiation was conducted by phone 
so no written documentation of this negotiation was created or maintained.  Per KRS, the 
investment manager with whom they negotiated claimed the entire contract was 
proprietary.  As such, this contract still has not been posted to the KRS website.  See 
Finding 2 (page 16), for further discussion of KRS’s compliance with public disclosure 
requirements. 
 

The former Office of Operations’ Executive Director stated KRS is not in a legal 
position to determine what an investment manager can or cannot redact.  KRS advised that 
all of the newly established partnership contracts contain a confidentiality provision.  
Furthermore, general partners have a variety of remedies under the terms of the agreement, 
which include holding KRS liable for any damages.  KRS has not obtained clarification 

Investment managers 
redacted fee terms, and no 
action has been taken by 

KRS to ensure this 
information is publicly 

disclosed. 
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from the Attorney General in order to define what financial data should be considered 
proprietary or confidential.  Ultimately, what is considered proprietary and confidential 
would be determined by the courts. 

 
Ten additional KRS investment manager contracts were reviewed to examine the 

public disclosure terms.  Of the additional ten contracts reviewed, two are redacted and 
posted online, and eight are entirely withheld from public view by KRS.  Each of these 
additional contracts reviewed included some variation of language recognizing that 
disclosure laws may exist and some disclosure by the system may be required by law.  

 
One contract reviewed during fieldwork contained a partially redacted section 

related to confidentiality, which appears to contradict the argument that KRS is not in a 
legal position to determine what an investment manager can redact.  Within this section, 
the following was noted (see Appendix B for full excerpt and Appendix C for redacted 
version of Exhibit B as posted on the KRS website): 
 

…the Partnership hereby acknowledges that KRS is a public agency subject 
to (i) Kentucky’s public records law (the “Open Records Act,” Kentucky 
Revised Statutes section 61.870 to 61.884), which provide generally that all 
records relating to a public agency’s business are open to public inspection 
and copying unless exempted under the Open Records Act, (ii) Kentucky 
Revised Statutes section 61.645(19)(i) (the “Fee Disclosure Law”) and (iii) 
Kentucky Revised Statutes section 61.945(19)(I) and (20) (the “Document 
Disclosure Law”), which provide generally that all contracts or offering 
documents for services, goods, or property purchased or utilized by KRS 
shall be made available to the public unless exempted under the Document 
Disclosure Law.  Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement or the 
Subscription Agreements to the contrary, the Partnership hereby agrees that 
(x) KRS will generally treat all information received from the General 
Partner or the Partnership as open to public inspection under the Open 
Records Act, the Fee Disclosure Law or the Document Disclosure Law, 
unless such information falls within an exemption under the Open Records 
Act, the Fee Disclosure Law or the Document Disclosure Law, and (y) KRS 
will not be deemed to be in violation of any provisions of this Agreement 
or the Subscription Agreements relating to confidentiality if KRS discloses 
or makes available to the public (e.g., via KRS’ website) any information 
regarding the Partnership to the extent required pursuant to or under the 
Open Records Act, the Fee Disclosure Law or the Document Disclosure 
Law, including the Fund-Level information described in paragraph (c) 
below (even if a court or the Attorney General later determines that certain 
information disclosure by KRS falls within an exemption under the Open 
Records Act, the Fee Disclosure Law, or the Document Disclosure Law)… 
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 Though the Open Records Act provides for exemptions, it does not require 
agencies to use the exemptions; rather, exemptions are optional.  In at least one of the 
contracts reviewed, the system, as a limited partner in the investment, is required to notify 
the general partner of required disclosure and assist the general partner to “oppose and 
prevent the required disclosure.”  Proprietary exemptions place KRS in a position of 
conflict between the external interest of the contractor and the public interest of the average 
taxpayer.    
 
Recommendations 
 

We recommend KRS: 
 Modify its “gating” process to require investment managers to provide a 

detailed explanation of all redactions made to contracts and track 
significant information about those redactions.  Tracking should identify 
the text of redactions, the basis for the redactions, any actions taken or 
communications by KRS to confirm the redactions, and KRS approval or 
rejection of the redactions.  For rejections, KRS should ensure proper 
documentation is maintained to support their actions and notify the 
manager of its decision. 
 

 Begin posting all investment-related contracts once vetted through the 
gating process.  Older contracts in the process of being renegotiated should 
include language allowing KRS to publish an investment manager’s 
contract and limit their liability.   

 
 Request clarification by seeking an opinion from the Kentucky Attorney 

General to define what financial data should be considered proprietary or 
confidential in each contract.  Senate Bill 2, Kentucky Revised Statute 
61.645, and Kentucky Revised Statute 61.878 acknowledge the need to 
protect certain information and allow KRS to post contracts online with 
redactions.  Some managers allow KRS to report their contract online with 
redactions.  However, private equity firms claim their contracts as a whole 
are proprietary.  A ruling by the Kentucky Attorney General would help 
clarify what specific information should be redacted and what should be 
made available to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Finding 2 on next page. 
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Finding 2: KRS Does Not Post Contracts as Required by Senate Bill 2 
 
SB2 requires the disclosure of all contracts.  However, not 

all contracts are being posted on the KRS website.  As of August 
13, 2019, KRS indicated it has 281 contracts with investment 
managers.  Based on this information, only 14 percent of KRS’s 
281 investment manager contracts have been uploaded to its 
public website.  However, the number of contracts has not been 
found to be reliable because KRS’s contract process is manual 
and repeated requests for a total number of contracts resulted in 
conflicting information.  Figure 5 summarizes, by asset class the 
total number of KRS investment contracts along with the percentage of contracts not 
presented on its website as of August 13, 2019. 
 

Figure 5: Total Number of KRS Contracts by Asset Class and 
Percentage of Contracts Not Posted, as of August 13, 2019 

 
Source: Chart based on data provided by KRS.  Data was not confirmed.  There is no source to 
independently verify this data. 
 

As identified by Figure 5, the contracts not loaded to the KRS website primarily 
consist of private equity managers. 

 
Of the 13 KRS investment contracts reviewed, nine referenced to an associated 

“side letter.”  The side letters contain confidentiality provisions and additional information 
related to the associated contract.  The letters contain additional provisions on which KRS 
and the contractor have agreed.  Though side letters appear to be an integral part of the 
contractual agreement between KRS and investment managers, they are not posted with 
the contract on the KRS website.  KRS management stated that shortly after the legislation 
passed requiring the posting of contracts, internal counsel decided that posting the limited 
partnership agreements would satisfy the requirements of the law.  
 
Recommendations 
 

We recommend KRS: 
 Ensure all contracts are posted online as required by Senate Bill 2, 

including any side letters associated with the contract as those are part of 
the agreement between the system and the external investment manager. 

 
 
 

Fixed 
Income

Public 
Equity

Real 
Return

Private 
Equity

Real 
Estate

Special 
Credit

Absolute 
Return

Opportunistic Total

Number of Contracts 9 12 22 142 26 14 54 2 281

Number of Contracts 
Not Posted Online 5 1 14 142 19 6 54 2 243

Percentage Not Online 55.56% 8.33% 63.64% 100.00% 73.08% 42.86% 100.00% 100.00% 86.48%

KRS Contracts

Approximately 
86% of KRS 
investment 

manager contracts 
are not posted 

online. 
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Finding 3: KRS is Not Monitoring its Investment Managers Consistent with its 
Investment Policy  

 
Using the FY 2018 CAFR, it was determined KRS had 110 investment managers, 

and TRS had 41 investment managers as of June 30, 2018.  JFRS only has one investment 
manager.  While SB2 does not limit the number of investment managers, this matter could 
impact KRS’s ability to properly manage and maintain a cohesive investment strategy and 
to manage transparency of its contracts.   
 

KRS has staff dedicated to the management of all investments types (public equity, 
private equity, etc.).  Discussions with KRS staff revealed hedge funds and private equity 
are the most difficult to review due to staff turnover.  It is a requirement of KRS’s 
investment policy to meet with all investment managers once a year prior to the contract 
expiration, but this process has been waived due to the shortfall of staff.  At this time, KRS 
is having quarterly review calls with every public manager and periodic reviews with all 
partnerships.  KRS confirmed investment staff met with two managers in March 2019.   
 

KRS management indicate a desire to reduce the number of private equity managers 
but is currently waiting for investments in some limited partnerships to expire before 
beginning this reduction.  No formal plan has been developed or presented to the Board to 
accomplish these goals. 
 
Recommendation 
 

We recommend KRS management: 
 Discuss with the board a plan to decrease the number of investment 

contracts.  Specific consideration should be given to reducing the number 
of contracts with private equity managers, or alternative investments.  This 
should allow KRS to properly monitor investment managers, maintain a 
cohesive investment strategy, and manage contracts more effectively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Finding 4 on next page. 
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Finding 4: TRS Does Not Post Contracts and Does Not Disclose Contact 
Information for Fund of Funds as Required by Senate Bill 2   
 
 Senate Bill 2 requires retirement systems to disclose the name and address of all 
individual underlying managers or partners in any fund of funds in which system assets are 
invested.  A fund of funds is a pooled investment that invests in other types of funds.  TRS 
does not comply with this portion of the bill.  Additionally, TRS has not posted all contracts 
on its website as required by SB2, and redactions made to posted contracts appear 
excessive.   
 
Fund of Funds 
 

A fund of funds is an investment strategy of holding a portfolio of other investment 
funds rather than investing directly in stocks, bonds, or other securities.  This type of 
investing is referred to as “multi-manager investment”.  While TRS maintains a list of 
external managers online, they do not report names and addresses associated with the 
underlying managers in fund of funds as such information was deemed to be confidential 
and proprietary by TRS management. 
 
Contracts 
 

Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250 requires the disclosure of all contracts for 
services, goods, or property purchased.  However, not all contracts are posted on the TRS 
website.  According to the TRS website, “Pursuant to Senate Bill 2 of the 2017 Regular 
Session of the General Assembly, contracts are posted on this page.  This page is updated 
as needed.  Confidential and proprietary information in those contracts is redacted in 
accordance with Kentucky law.  If a fund is listed without a link to the contract, 
TRS remains in the process of reviewing that contract.” 

 
There are 31 investment manager contracts posted on the TRS website as of July 

26, 2019. TRS uses 41 investment firms, two of which serve as 
both a traditional fund manager and as a general partner of private 
equity investments.  According to TRS, the investment manager 
contracts not posted to the TRS website total 136 and pertain to 
private equity investments, which TRS considers proprietary as a 
whole.  TRS’ website lists the investment funds for which it 
asserts the entire contract is confidential and proprietary.  Each 
investment fund may have more than one contract with TRS, as 
an investment fund may be contracted in association with one or 
more of TRS’ funds: pension fund, medical fund, and insurance fund.  Figure 6 summarizes 
these contracts by TRS fund and investment type. 

 
 
 
 

Approximately 
81% of investment 
manager contracts 
are not posted on 

TRS’ website. 
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Figure 6: Total Number of TRS Contracts by Asset Class and Percentage 
of Contracts Not Posted, as of July 26, 2019  

 
Source: Chart based on data provided by TRS.  Data was not confirmed.  There is no source to 
independently verify this data. 
 

As demonstrated by Figure 6, the majority of TRS’s funds with contracts not posted 
online are categorized as alternative investments, which includes private equity 
investments.  As noted in Finding 2 (page 16), the majority of KRS’ funds with contracts 
not posted online were also private equity investments. 

 
Investment manager contracts housed on the TRS website contain information 

which is redacted.  Again, some redactions are allowed per Kentucky law.  Specific to TRS, 
Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250(5) states:  

 
Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection (4) of this section, the 
retirement system shall not be required to furnish information that is 
protected under KRS 161.585, exempt under KRS 61.878, or that, if 
disclosed, would compromise the retirement system’s ability to 
competitively invest in real estate or other asset classes, except that no 
provision of this section or KRS 61.878 shall exclude disclosure and review 
of all contracts, including investment contracts, by the board, the Auditor of 
Public Accounts, and the Government Contract Review Committee 
established pursuant to KRS 45A.705 or the disclosure of investment fees 
and commissions as provided by this section.  If any public record contains 
material which is not excepted under this section, the system shall separate 
the excepted material by removal, segregation, or redaction, and make the 
nonexcepted material available for examination. 

 
TRS has a process in place to redact information.  For contracts dealing with public 

equities, fixed income, and investment support, redacted information typically includes 
signatures, insurance requirements, and sections dealing with fees.  TRS explained that 
signatures are redacted for security reasons; insurance requirements and sections dealing 
with fees are redacted in accordance with Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250 because such 
a release would compromise TRS’s ability to invest competitively; and some managers 
have asserted that information is confidential and proprietary and exempt from release 
under Kentucky Revised Statute 61.878.  For private equity contracts, as previously noted, 
all managers have asserted that the contracts in their entirety should not be released because 
they are confidential and proprietary. 

Fixed Income
Domestic 

Equity
Internatioal 

Equity
Real 

Estate Alternative
Additional 
Categories

Total

Number of Contracts 2 10 10 36 83 26 167

Number of Contracts 
Not Posted Online 0 0 0 36 83 17 136

Percentage Not Online 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 100.00% 65.38% 81.44%

TRS Contracts

20190916 TRS Board of Trustees Quarterly Meeting - Report of the Governance and Audit Committee

211



Chapter II: Contract Transparency 
Page 20 

 

 

A sample of seven TRS contracts were reviewed during fieldwork to better 
understand the material not publicly disclosed by the system.  Content areas redacted or 
containing redactions included, but were not limited to: 

 Liability/Indemnification 
 Confidentiality 
 The manager and TRS representative signatures 
 Fees 
 Name of fund 

 
Within one contract, references to resource materials available to the investors were 

redacted, as well as, the terms “Proprietary and Confidential.”  Most contracts reviewed 
referenced the Open Records Act and stated that no claim would be made if information 
was made available to the public in good faith.    
 

Redaction requests by vendors/managers are 
made in writing to TRS.  The system states, having 
agreed to the terms of its contracts, it is contractually 
bound to honor those requests unless the request is in 
clear violation of public access laws.  Some redactions 
are made by TRS, without the request of the manager, 
under Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250 if TRS 
determines the release would compromise their ability 
to invest competitively.  Once all redactions are made, 
the redacted contract is loaded to the TRS website.  TRS does not maintain a log to identify 
the redactions made and by whom.   

 
As noted with the KRS contracts, many of the TRS contracts reviewed referenced 

to a side letter containing confidentiality provisions associated with the contracts.  Of the 
seven TRS contracts reviewed, five referenced to a side letter.  While the side letters are 
part of the parties’ agreement, none of these documents are posted on the TRS website.  
The TRS Deputy Executive Secretary stated that these were “not deemed particularly 
relevant.”  Because the contract refers to a side letter, and the letters contain contract 
provisions by which both TRS and the contractor have agreed, it is unreasonable to 
consider this information not relevant when transparency laws encourage contracts to be 
publicly presented.   
 

TRS notified all investment managers of the relevant SB2 provisions and possible 
public disclosures via letter in October 2017.  A copy of one of these letters can be found 
in Appendix D.  An Investment Summary document was attached to this letter, which 
includes information TRS expected to disclose.  The information reported on the 
Investment Summary is high level and is provided by TRS in response to all open records 
requests.   
 
 
 

TRS makes some redactions 
to contracts, without a request 
from an external investment 
manager, if it determines the 
release would compromise its 
ability to competitively invest. 
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TRS stated in this letter they did not have the background or knowledge to identify 
information which could be used by competitors.  As such, they asked their General 
Partners to assist them with identifying this information and removing, segregating, or 
redacting the material that should be excluded from public access.  TRS personnel called 
investment managers at the time the letters were mailed to explain the letter before it was 
received.  Per TRS, most managers requested a listing of proprietary items and TRS 
responded with a list of items they say one General Partner considered to be proprietary 
and confidential, which includes: 

 Due diligence materials of the Partnership; 
 Quarterly and annual financial statements of the Partnership; 
 Meeting materials of the Partnership; 
 Records containing information regarding the portfolio positions in  
 which the Partnership invests; 
 Capital call and distribution notices of the Partnership; 
 Partnership agreements, investment advisory agreements, side  

letter agreements and all related documents provided to the 
Investor in connection with the Investor’s interest in the 
Partnership; 

 Offering documents, including, without limitation, private 
placement memoranda, pitch books and marketing presentations; 

 The dollar value of fees and commissions paid to the Investment  
Advisor or the Partnership, other than Fund Level Information; 

 The dollar value of any profit sharing, carried interest, or any other  
partnership incentive arrangements, partnership agreements, or any 
other partnership expenses received by or paid the Investment 
Advisor or the Partnership, other than Fund Level Information; 

 Populated reports consistent with the Institutional Limited Partners
 Association (ILPA) templates; 
 The name and addresses of all individual underlying managers or 

partners in any fund of funds in which the Investor is invested; and 
 Any other reports or communications received from the  

Partnership in connection with the Investor’s Interest therein. 
 Any other materials that the General Partner provides to the  

Investor that are labeled “Confidential” or “Proprietary”. 
 

Many of the items listed as potentially proprietary in TRS’s response are required 
by SB2 to be disclosed.  As such, TRS will not fully comply with SB2 if these items are 
allowed to be marked as confidential and proprietary.  TRS advised managers that this was 
just the opinion of one General Partner and that they may choose to remove items from this 
list if they do not consider them proprietary and confidential.  The Open Records Act 
provides for exemptions, but it does not require agencies to use the exemptions; rather, 
exemptions are optional.  As noted previously, proprietary exemptions place the agency in 
a precarious position of conflict between the private interest of external investment partners 
and the public interest of taxpayers.   
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Discussions with TRS management revealed they have not obtained clarification 
from the Attorney General in order to define what financial data should be considered 
proprietary or confidential.  However, they indicated that they worked closely with a now 
former Kentucky Attorney General Executive Staff member to ensure they were making 
available all non-confidential information.  The former Attorney General Executive Staff 
member identified by TRS retired August 31, 2016, before the effective date of SB2.  
 
Recommendations 
 

We recommend TRS: 
 Comply with Senate Bill 2 by disclosing the names and addresses of all 

individual underlying managers or partners in any fund of funds in which 
TRS’ assets are invested. 

 
 Track all redactions to contracts required to be disclosed by Senate Bill 2.  

Tracking should identify the text of redactions, the necessity for the 
redactions, any actions taken or communications by TRS to confirm the 
redactions, and TRS approval or rejection of the redactions.  For rejections, 
TRS should ensure proper documentation is maintained to support their 
actions and notify the manager of its decision.  

 
 Request clarification by seeking an opinion from the Kentucky Attorney 

General to define what financial data should be considered proprietary or 
confidential in each contract.  Senate Bill 2, Kentucky Revised Statute 
161.250, and Kentucky Revised Statute 61.878 acknowledge the need to 
protect certain information and allow TRS to post contracts online with 
redactions in order to protect business.  Some managers are allowing TRS 
to report their contract online with redactions.  However, private equity 
firms claim their contracts as a whole are proprietary.  A ruling by the 
Kentucky Attorney General would help clarify what specific information 
should be redacted and what should be made available to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Chapter III on next page. 
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CHAPTER III: CARRIED INTEREST TRANSPARENCY 
 
Finding 5: TRS Does Not Report Carried Interest in a Transparent Manner as 
Required by Senate Bill 2 
 

As part of SB2, Kentucky Revised Statute 
161.250(4)(i)(2) states TRS shall “[d]isclose the dollar 
value of any profit sharing, carried interest, or any other 
partnership incentive arrangements, partnership 
agreements, or any other partnership expenses received by 
or paid to each manager or partnership.”  While profit 
sharing/carried interest is reported by TRS on the financial 
statements, it is not reported in a manner to allow the 
public to easily identify the amount earned in association 
with TRS investments. 

 
TRS and KRS define and report carried interest differently.  KRS recognizes carried 

interest as a line item on its financial statements, as part of its performance fees.  TRS 
stated it does not consider carried interest to be a fee as carried interest represents a general 
partner’s share of a partnership’s profits.  Carried interest in the private equity market is 
typically split 20% to the general partner, also known as the investment manager, and 80% 
to the limited partner, which in this case is TRS.  TRS stated that before the general partner 
takes profits, TRS must be paid back its capital investment, interest on the capital 
investment, and management fees.  Regardless of whether carried interest is identified as a 
fee, it is clearly profit that contracted investment managers are making from the systems’ 
investments and is required to be reported by SB2.   
 

TRS management claims carried interest is proprietary and is reported on the 
financial statements by netting it against income.  As such, even though it is being reported 
on the financial statements and in the CAFR, which are available on the TRS website, it is 
not being reported in manner that is transparent or consistent with the intent of the 
legislation.    
 

Of the 81 funds managed by TRS external investment managers, 72 report carried 
interest to TRS.  Three of TRS’s funds do not earn carried interest.  TRS stated the 
remaining six funds are older, and the General Partners managing these funds do not 
believe it is worth providing the associated carried interest, as such this information is not 
reported to the system.  TRS has not pursued obtaining the information from those six 
funds.   
 

TRS reports its share of partnership profits, income and expenses on its financial 
statements.  TRS originally stated it has no incentive arrangements with partnership 
investments.  Yet, it also said it does not publish partnership agreements or any other 
partners’ share of profits.  The General Partners of each TRS partnership investment have 
invoked limited partnership agreements to prevent the public release of confidential and 
proprietary business information.   

Carried interest is the 
amount of a private equity 
or a hedge fund’s profits 
that the general partner or 

investment manager 
receives as compensation. 
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Recommendation 
 

We recommend TRS: 
 Comply with SB2 by reporting carried interest as a performance fee in order 

to capture all amounts paid to investment managers in association with 
TRS’s investments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Chapter IV on next page. 
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CHAPTER IV: FEE CONTROLS 
 
Finding 6: KRS Was Unable to Recalculate One Investment Manager’s Fees 
During FY 2018 Due to a Lack of Information and Understanding of the Fee 
Calculation 

 
Beginning in 2016, prior to the passage of SB2, KRS requested investment 

managers submit management, performance, and incentive fees on their monthly 
statements and invoices.  Quarterly reporting requirements established by SB2 reinforced 
the need for reporting of such information to the system.  While most managers complied 
with this request, six private equity investment managers did not comply.  KRS identified 
these as older companies having less than $100,000 in investments, which means the fees 
associated with these investments are low.  These companies are IVP XII, H/2 Credit 
Partner, OCM VIIB, Sun Capital, TCV, and PIMCO All Asset – Real Return. 
 

KRS reconciles the management and performance fees charged by more than 100 
managers monthly to ensure the fees agree with the contracted rate.  Reconciliations are 
broken out by the following asset classes – private equity, real estate, real return, absolute 
return, fixed income and public equity.  KRS noted that this review is actually doubled 
since each manager reports by Pension and Insurance funds.   
  

Documented procedures are in place and used to perform the reconciliations.  As 
part of its process, KRS performs calculations for both the performance and management 
fees and compares that to amounts charged by the investment manager for the month.  KRS 
then totals the management and performance fees associated with the Pension and 
Insurance funds to determine the difference and then calculates a percentage representing 
the discrepancy.  Per KRS procedure, all manager fees should be within +/- 5%.  If the 
manager fees exceed this threshold, the KRS staff member may contact the Director of the 
asset class, the custodian, and/or the investment manager to determine what caused the 
variance.   
 

Since KRS negotiates fee rates as part of the contracts, inquiry was made as to how 
there are ever differences noted during the reconciliation.  KRS stated there are several 
reasons why this would occur including the timing of the calculation, managers calculating 
at the fund level and then distributing the fee by ownership, and managers using the average 
daily balance versus balances at a specific point in time.  These issues are not identified or 
discussed in the manager’s contracts.  Parties to the agreement should be able to readily 
identify within their contract how they are calculating the monthly management and 
performance fees. 
 

Prisma Capital (Prisma) is an investment manager within the absolute return asset 
class that had more than a 5% discrepancy for their performance fees.  While examining 
the reconciliation of this firms’ fees as an example it was noted that the original 
reconciliation provided by KRS was missing the manager’s fee amounts for December 
2017, January 2018, February 2018, April 2018, and May 2018.  According to the Assistant 
Director of the Investment Operations Branch (Assistant Director), the reconciliation for 
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these months could not be completed since KRS was missing necessary information from 
the investment manager to perform the calculation.  KRS specifically noted that Prisma 
incorporates a fluctuating rate.   
 

Since KRS did not obtain the necessary information, it relied on Prisma’s 
performance fee calculations for the noted months.  These fee totals were reviewed by KRS 
for reasonableness.  KRS confirmed Prisma is the only manager that they have to reach out 
to for additional information or help with the calculation. 
 

After further inquiry on April 24, 2019, KRS staff advised that they were able to 
calculate the fees for Prisma for January – June 2018 using the contract, their reconciliation 
spreadsheet and monthly statements provided by Prisma.  The KRS Assistant Director 
noted that the calculation was confusing and indicated that the formula used was different 
from how the rate was calculated by Prisma.  KRS is waiting on additional statements from 
Prisma in order to recalculate the performance fees for July 2017 – December 2017.  Since 
KRS’s calculation differs from that used by Prisma since the date the contract was initiated 
through FY 2018, it is unclear how KRS determined the fees charged by Prisma were 
reasonable when KRS did not know how to calculate these fees during the audit period. 
 
Recommendations 
 

We recommend KRS: 
 Ensure investment manager contracts clearly identify how management and 

performance fees will be calculated.  If KRS does not understand the 
calculation, its staff should conduct follow-up with investment managers to 
better understand the calculation rather than rely upon the investment 
manager to provide the calculation.  Ideally, this clarification would be 
obtained prior to signing the contract.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Finding 7 on next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20190916 TRS Board of Trustees Quarterly Meeting - Report of the Governance and Audit Committee

218



Chapter IV: Fee Controls 
Page 27 

 

 

Finding 7: TRS Uses Fee Caps in Some Contracts; KRS Does Not 
 

KRS and TRS process fees differently.  TRS has several contracts that have caps, 
or limits, that were determined during contract negotiations.  This allows TRS to set a 
ceiling for the fees they will pay a manager.  KRS pays fees strictly based on the assets 
under management and investment returns.  TRS contracts that contain caps state that “TRS 
reserves the authority to adjust quarterly billing and payments if an unusually large amount 
of annual cap would be paid prior to the 4th quarter of the fiscal year.”  This allows TRS to 
smooth the quarterly payments to a manager so as not to pay more than allowed by the 
contract.   
 
Administrative Fees 
 

According to the FY 2018 CAFR for TRS and KRS, the following investment-
related administrative fees were recorded: 

 
Figure 7: KRS and TRS Administrative Fees Charged in FY 2018 

  
  Source: APA based on FY 2018 KRS CAFR and FY 2018 TRS CAFR. 
 

As identified by Figure 7, the number of administrative fee categories reported by 
KRS outnumber that reported by TRS.  The types of administrative fees charged in 
association with investments may vary depending on the asset class and the investment.   

 
 

Investment-Related Administrative Fees KRS TRS
Administration Fees 

American Depository Receipts Fees 

Commission on Future Contracts 

Consultant Fees  

Corporate Action Fees 

Counselor (Investment Advisory) Fees  

Custodian Fees  

Fee for Long Balance 

KPMG Auditing Fees 

Legal & Research 

Miscellaneous 

Other (Administrative & Operational)  

Partnership Expenses 

Performance/Incentive (Carried Interest) Fees 

Security Lending Fees/Rebates 

Stock Loan Fees 

Taxes & Insurance 

Taxes Withheld from LP Dist (limited partner distributions) 
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Because TRS does not transparently report the carried interest associated with its 
investments, a comparison of fees paid by each Kentucky system to the total assets 
recorded by the systems for FY 2018 could not be performed.  Excluding the carried 
interest from TRS’s costs and including those same costs in the fees for KRS would 
unfairly present a lower percentage of costs to assets for TRS.  See Finding 5 (page 23-24) 
for further discussion of TRS’s reporting of carried interest.   

 
Recommendation 

 
We recommend KRS: 

 Consider negotiating fee caps and include language in its investment 
manager contracts giving KRS clear authority to reduce payment of fees 
once the fees near the agreed cap amount, similar to TRS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Chapter V on next page. 
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CHAPTER V: DELINQUENCIES AND PENALTIES 
 
Delinquencies 
 

KRS participants are required to contribute monthly to system plans.  The amount 
of required contributions are determined based on actuarial calculations, which look at a 
number of factors such as the value of current assets, number of plan participants, and 
anticipated rates of return on future investments.  Beyond standard monthly contributions, 
employers are required to pay costs associated with additional expenses such as health 
insurance reimbursement, pension spiking, and standard sick leave.  

 
Health insurance reimbursement is billed to employers when they have reemployed 

a retired KRS member who is covered under KRS-provided health insurance.  This 
reimbursement is for health insurance premiums paid for those members.   

 
Pension spiking occurs when a state employee or employer attempts to inflate the 

employee’s retirement allowance with raises or positions that are not bona fide promotions 
or career advancement in the years prior to retirement.  Under Kentucky law, the 
employee’s last employer is responsible for paying the additional costs associated with 
pension spiking.   

 
Depending on the plan a participant contributes to and when the participant began 

participating in the system, a member may be eligible to receive sick leave service credit 
to apply toward retirement. This means when an eligible employee retires, their remaining 
balance of sick leave hours upon retirement may be used to increase the retirees’ benefit 
allowance.  State statutes require any sick leave credit that a member has accumulated since 
July 1, 2010 be paid to KRS by the member’s last employer based on a formula established 
by the KRS Board.  The bill associated with standard sick leave will be issued to the 
employer approximately three months after the member retires.  

 
Penalties 

 
Kentucky law allows KRS to penalize employers participating in the Kentucky 

Employees Retirement System or the County Employees Retirement System if they fail to 
file all contributions and reports on or before the tenth day of the month by applying interest 
on delinquent contributions.  The interest on the delinquent contributions is at the actuarial 
rate adopted by the board and compounded annually.  The FY 2018 financial statement 
audit released by the APA on December 19, 2018, included a finding that KRS’s 
management waived delinquent penalty payments for 95 employers, totaling more than 
$104,000 that fiscal year.  No legal authority was identified to allow management to waive 
such penalties.  In the spring of 2019, prior to the end of examination fieldwork, House 
Bill 80 was passed which, among other things, changed the statutory language making the 
penalty optional rather than mandatory.  APA financial auditors recommended that if 
penalty waivers are allowable, KRS should adopt formal written policies and procedures 
on waiving penalties, which should be approved by the KRS Board of Trustees.  Auditors 
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further recommended that KRS management provide the Board of Trustees with a regular 
report of any penalties waived under the policy.    
 
KERS 
 

Kentucky Revised Statute 61.675 pertains specifically to KERS.  Prior to 2019 
House Bill 80, Kentucky Revised Statute 61.675(3)(a) stated: 

 
Any agency participating in the Kentucky Employees Retirement System 
which is not an integral part of the executive branch of state government 
shall file the following at the retirement office on or before the tenth day of 
the month following the period being reported: 

1. The employer and employee contributions required under KRS 
61.560, 61.565, and 61.702; 

2. The employer contributions and reimbursements for retiree health 
insurance premiums required under KRS 61.637; and 

3. A record of all contributions to the system on the forms prescribed 
by the board.  

 
Subsection (3)(b) went on to state: 
 
If the agency fails to file all contributions and reports on or before the tenth 
day of the month following the period being reported, interest on the 
delinquent contributions at the actuarial rate adopted by the board 
compounded annually, but not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000), shall 
be added to the amount due the system” (emphasis added).  
 
 As of February 28, 2018, 120 employers did not submit their contributions and 

other files to KRS on time and were charged a monthly reporting penalty of $1,000.  The 
remaining 677 employers either submitted their information on time and were not charged 
a monthly reporting penalty, but had other delinquencies, or they are considered by KRS 
as “integral” to the executive branch, and therefore, would not be charged a monthly 
reporting penalty.  KRS confirmed they have a total of 1,466 employers that currently 
report to them on a monthly basis. 

 
Discussion with KRS management revealed KRS has sued Kentucky River 

Community Care for failure to properly report employees and pay employer and employee 
contributions.  KRS management noted the reason an employer does not report and pay the 
monthly employer contributions is often due to the fact that the agency does not have the 
money to do so. 
 
CERS 
 

Prior to 2019 House Bill 80, Kentucky Revised Statute 78.625(2)(a), which pertains 
to CERS, stated: 
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If the agency reporting official fails to file at the retirement office all 
contributions and reports on or before the tenth day of the month following 
the period being reported, interest on the delinquent contributions at the 
actuarial rate adopted by the board compounded annually, but not less than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), shall be added to the amount due to the 
system” (emphasis added).   
 
Subsection (2)(b) states: 
 
Delinquent contributions, with interest at the rate adopted by the board 
compounded annually, or penalties may be recovered by action in the 
Franklin Circuit Court against the county liable or may, at the request of the 
board, be deducted from any other moneys payable to the county by any 
department or agency of the state.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Finding 8 on next page. 
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Finding 8: KRS has $16.1 Million in Delinquent Balances 
 

KRS is the only Kentucky retirement system with significant delinquent account 
balances.  As of April 15, 2019, KRS’s delinquent account balance totaled approximately 
$16.1 million.  This includes a delinquent balance of over $9 million for payout of standard 
sick leave, $2.9 million for pension spiking, $1.9 million for Health Insurance 
Reimbursement, and almost $1.7 million for standard monthly reporting invoices.  In 
addition, state statutes do not allow KRS to charge late reporting penalties to all employers 
and state agencies. 
 
Late Reporting Penalties  
 

Kentucky Revised Statute 78.625(3) states “If an agency is delinquent in the 
payment of contributions due in accordance with any 
of the provision of KRS 78.510 to 78.852, refunds and 
retirement allowance payments to members of this 
agency may be suspended until the delinquent 
contributions, with interest at the rate adopted by the 
board compounded annually, or penalties have been 
paid to the system.”  KRS management confirmed that 
Kentucky Revised Statute 78.625(3) has never been 
used to suspend refund and retirement allowance payments for CERS members.  Also, 
KRS stated there is no specific statutory language in which refunds and retirement 
allowance payments to members can be suspended in KERS for non-payment. 
 

As previously noted, 677 employers either submitted their information on time and 
were not charged a monthly reporting penalty, or they are considered ‘integral’ to the 
executive branch and therefore, wouldn’t be charged a monthly reporting penalty.  The 
four agencies noted below with a high amount of outstanding invoices are not being 
charged monthly reporting penalties.  KRS considers these agencies to be ‘integral’ to the 
executive branch, which is why they are not charged the late reporting penalty.  According 
to KRS, integral agencies are defined per Kentucky Revised Statute 12.020.  While the 
statute lists a number of “departments, program cabinets, and administrative bodies,” this 
statute does not provide any definition for the term “integral.”  This statute excludes 
counties and cities, as such, these are the primary employers charged the $1,000 fee by 
KRS for late reporting. 
 

House Bill 519 from the 2004 Regular Session increased the delinquent penalty 
amount from $100 to $1,000.  KRS personnel believe the system last requested an increase 
in the penalty amount charged to employers in 2016, but it was not approved.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

KRS 78.625(3) has never 
been used to suspend refund 

and retirement allowance 
payments for CERS members. 
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Delinquencies 
 

In addition to penalties for late reporting, KRS deals with non-compliance as it 
pertains to payment of invoices.  An employer is delinquent when it has not paid its 
monthly invoice.  See Appendix E for a list of the types of invoices processed by KRS and 
a brief description of each type.   
 

As of April 15, 2019, KRS had $16,105,245 in outstanding, unpaid invoices.  This 
is a 70% increase since the end of FY 2018.  The top four invoice types with the highest 
unpaid invoice amount included Standard Sick Leave ($9,150,702), Pension Spiking 
($2,911,978), Health Insurance Reimbursement ($1,940,521), and Monthly Reporting 
Invoice ($1,668,565).  The top four employers with the highest unpaid balances included: 

 Kentucky State Police – $6,108,849 
 Kentucky Personnel Cabinet – $1,449,0821 
 Department of Corrections – $1,078,978 
 Department of Highways – $641,962 

 
KRS management stated these are larger agencies with a small number of staff 

trained on retirement reporting.  If turnover occurs at the agency level then this extends the 
time to receive payment until proper training is given to the new employee.  KRS speculates 
employers may believe future legislative action will forgive outstanding invoices.  

 
KRS presented to its Audit Committee and Board of Trustees several potential ways 

to address the non-payment of outstanding invoices.  These options include involuntary 
cessation, suspension of service credit for active members, and stopping retiree payments.  
Involuntary cessation, where an employer is forced out of the retirement system until the 
balance is paid, would require legislation.  KRS has never suspended service credit or 
stopped a retiree’s payments due to non-compliance.     
 

Employer pension spiking is the only invoice type that state law allows the system 
to charge interest for non-payment.  While state law allows the system to penalize the 
employer for pension spiking, it postpones charging interest to employers.  Per 105 KAR 
1:140 Section 7(11), for members retiring on or after January 1, 2014, but prior to July 1, 
2017, in which pension spiking has occurred, “the employer may request that the retirement 
systems allow the employer to pay the cost over a period, not to exceed one (1) year, 
without interest and the retirement systems shall establish a payment plan for the 
employer.”  After one year, if the pension spiking invoice has not been paid, then KRS 
begins charging the employer interest which is compounded monthly.  

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Delinquency balance for Kentucky Personnel Cabinet is not considered a true delinquency by KRS as this 
amount represents the variances in monthly reporting from the Personnel Cabinet dating back to 2011 when 
the Kentucky Human Resource Information System (KHRIS), the State’s payroll system, was 
implemented.  The discrepancies are primarily due to payroll adjustment issues with KHRIS. 
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 KRS staff informed auditors that a “payment plan” of multiple installment 
payments is not actually created by KRS’ Employer Reporting, Compliance, and Education 
(ERCE); the only changes made to an invoice after the 12-month delay is when interest is 
applied.  The Strategic Technology Advancements for the Retirement of Tomorrow 
(START) technical documentation associated with pension spiking identified that the KRS 
design team “will build this functionality with an eye toward being able to apply the billing 
of interest on other employer invoices in the future.”  START is the computer system used 
by KRS to process all retirement related benefits. 
 
Policy/Procedure 
 

KRS did not have formal policies or procedures over processing late filed 
submissions or enforcing penalties during FY 2018.  Therefore, there was no consistency 
in the way different KRS reporting teams handle penalties.  During the APA’s FY 2018 
financial audit of KRS, auditors found that KRS had no written policies for waiving 
penalties.  APA financial auditors also noted there was no statutory authority to waive 
penalties.  As previously noted, 2019 House Bill 80 changed the language of Kentucky 
Revised Statutes 61.675 and 78.625 to give KRS discretion when applying penalties, but 
procedures have still not been developed to govern when KRS charges or waives a penalty.  
The creation of formal, written policies and procedures was recommended by APA auditors 
in December 2018, and KRS management agreed that such policies would be adopted.   
 

As of September 2018, the Outstanding Invoice Focus Project was drafted and 
implemented by KRS.  As part of this project, ERCE will specifically target all outstanding 
Pension Spiking and Sick Leave invoices since these invoice types represent the majority 
of the outstanding invoices.  This plan states that after 120 days, if no progress has been 
made in regards to collection of an outstanding invoice, ERCE will contact the KRS Legal 
team for further action.  The ERCE will work jointly with the KRS Legal team to ensure 
collection of the outstanding invoices.   
 

The Employer Reporting Manual is outdated and does not reflect the correct interest 
rate associated with delinquent employer reporting.  The manual is dated 2013 and states, 
“employers who fail to file contributions, detail contribution report and the summary by 
the 10th day of the month will be required to pay interest on the delinquent contributions at 
the actuarial rate adopted by the Board which is currently 8.00% compounded annually, 
subject to a minimum amount of $1,000.”  The current actuarial rate adopted by the Board 
on August 28, 2018 is 7.5%. 
 
Recommendations 
 

We recommend KRS: 
 Update its Employer Reporting Manual to ensure it is complete and 

accurately describes processes and procedures with the correct interest rate 
used for delinquent invoices.  This will allow KRS to properly and 
consistently fine charges for late monthly reporting.   
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 Continue to work with the Kentucky Personnel Cabinet to ensure variances 
identified in the monthly reporting are properly resolved. 

 Enable billing of interest in the START system so that it may be applied to 
all employer invoice types, not just employer pension spiking and 
configure START to allow employers to establish a payment plan.   

 If suitable payment plans cannot be agreed upon, exercise its right to 
recover monies owed by county employers by taking legal action in 
Franklin County Circuit Court to begin deducting from any other moneys 
payable to the county by any department or agency of the state. 

 Adopt formal written policies and procedures on waiving penalties.  These 
policies and procedures should be approved by the Board of Trustees, and 
KRS management should provide the Board of Trustees with a regular 
report of any penalties waived under this policy. 

 
We recommend the General Assembly:  

 Define what “integral” means in the context of Kentucky Revised Statute 
61.675 for purposes of determining which employers in the Executive 
Branch of state government are not subject to penalties for late payments to 
KRS.   

 Consider amending Kentucky Revised Statutes 61.675 and 78.625 to 
provide for a graduated scale of allowable penalties that increase over time, 
which will incentivize more timely payments by employers in the event 
penalties are enforced by KRS.   

 Establish legislation allowing KRS to bill interest for all employer invoice 
types that are not paid within the required timeframe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report continues with Chapter VI on next page. 
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CHAPTER VI: BENEFITS TO DECEASED INDIVIDUALS 
 
Finding 9:  KRS Paid $12,611 to Deceased Individuals in FY 2018 

 
A lack of adequate controls allowed for $26,045 in overpayments to be paid to 

deceased individuals, of this amount $12,611 occurred in FY 2018.  Over half of the total 
overpayments identified were paid to a single member who died 39 months prior to 
identification by the system.  Payments made by KRS to deceased persons require 
recuperation of overpayment of benefits and create an administrative burden.  It is more 
effective to implement adequate controls to prevent overpayments. 
 

Upon retirement, members of KRS select a retirement option that will provide a 
monthly benefit and death benefit to a beneficiary of their choosing upon their death.  
Notification of a member’s death prompts the START system to suspend payment of 
benefits to the member on the first day of the month following the month the death 
occurred.  If notification is received later than the month of death, payments are suspended 
immediately and recuperation of any overpayment is initiated by KRS.   
 

KRS is notified of an individual’s death by various means, including: notification 
from funeral homes, family members, or employers of the deceased retiree or beneficiary, 
banks through returned deposit of retirement checks, returned mail, canceled insurance 
reports, or an interface file with Cabinet for Health and Family Services’ (CHFS) Vital 
Statistics and/or LexisNexis, a national database.  The LexisNexis database and CHFS 
Vital Statistics are essentially used as a failsafe for identifying deaths of individuals 
receiving benefits from KRS.  Vital Statistics identifies all active, retiree, beneficiaries and 
health insurance dependents who have died in Kentucky while LexisNexis reports deaths 
throughout the United States.  Each month, KRS will send a list of individuals participating 
in the system to LexisNexis and CHFS to identify any potential matches.  Potential matches 
are returned to KRS for further review and action.  Individuals are matched using five fields 
of information: name, social security number, address, city, and zip code.   
 

Individuals receiving an exact match for all five fields are considered a possible 
match by KRS and begin processing through START.  The LexisNexis report contains 
other possible matches such as four of five of the fields are an exact match, three of the 
five fields exact match and a close match in a 4th field.  An exact match in four of the five 
fields and a close match in the fifth field, e.g. first name Will versus William, is added to 
an exception report by KRS.  This could also be an instance of an individual’s maiden 
name recorded in one database and married name recorded in another.   
 

Examination of KRS records found one individual was reported as a match in the 
LexisNexis report in February 2018 and March 2018, but was not considered by KRS as 
an exact match due to a one day discrepancy in the individual’s date of birth.  KRS did not 
research the matter further until April 2018.  Through research, KRS found the individual 
passed away January 2015.  As a result, the individual was paid $463.26 in monthly 
benefits for 39 consecutive months after death, totaling $18,067 in over payment.  It is not 
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known why the LexisNexis report did not identify the individual as a match for nearly three 
years.   
 

From a sample of KRS retirement benefit payments, seven other individuals were 
found to have received payment after death.  Of these associated overpayments, all but one 
was fully recovered by KRS by October 31, 2018.  The remaining overpayment, totaling 
approximately $1,608, was recovered by deducting the amount from the $5,000 death 
benefit on April 9, 2019.  With respect to four of the seven individuals, KRS was not made 
aware of these deceased retirees by Vital Statistics.  These were identified by the APA as 
part of this examination.  As a result, KRS has provided examples to Vital Statistics to 
explain the issue but had not yet had detailed discussions concerning this issue with the 
agency as of May 8, 2019.  KRS personnel state that they intend to request a year-end 
report or change the date when they receive the file to the last day of the month.  These 
plans have not been finalized as of May 8, 2019. 
 
Recommendation 
 

We recommend KRS: 
 Work with Vital Statistics and LexisNexis to ensure it gets complete and 

accurate data.  The Vital Statistics file contains all deaths reported in 
Kentucky each month.  By December, it contains a comprehensive list of 
deaths in Kentucky for the entire year.  KRS should perform a comparison 
each month, as well as a comprehensive annual comparison, to ensure they 
have accounted for all deaths reported by Vital Statistics. 

 Consider revising the matching criteria that prompts KRS to perform 
further research on individuals listed in the LexisNexis file.  Besides exact 
matches, KRS should document what potential matches or criteria will be 
investigated further. 

 
 
 
 

 
Report continues with Finding 10 on next page. 
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Finding 10: JFRS Chose Not to Recover Over $1,300 in Overpayments Made 
Subsequent to Retirees’ Death 
 

Our review of the JFRS procedures related to retiree benefit payments found that 
JFRS does not have adequate controls in place to prevent payments to deceased 
beneficiaries and does not consistently recover retiree benefit overpayments made for 
deceased retirees.  Between July 1, 2017 and August 31, 2018, three out of 18 deceased 
retirees received a benefit payment after their death.  Also, for FY 2017, four out of 20 
deceased retirees received a benefit payment after death.  In both years, there was no 
attempt to recuperate the overpayments for these individuals.   
 

Per the “Retirements – Benefit and Health Insurance” portion of the JFRS 
Procedures Manual, benefits to a member terminate on the date of death.  Additionally, 
benefits to a qualified survivor commence on the day following the date of death and are 
proportionately made to the retiree/survivor.  To calculate the benefits owed to the retiree 
and survivor, a daily rate is calculated and applied.  For instance, if a retiree dies on 
September 6, the final payment to the retiree will represent payment for the period 
September 1 through September 6, and the survivor’s benefit will be for the period 
September 7 through September 30.  Thus, any payments made to the deceased individual 
beyond the date of death are not in compliance with the procedures manual.   
 

Additionally, the “System and Fund Accounts” portion of the JFRS Procedures 
Manual states the following: 

 
Notification of the death of a recipient of benefits, after the processing of 
the check writer file but before the actual transfer of the funds, necessitates 
the filing of a Deletion, Reversal, Reclaim Request with the State Treasury.   
If the reversal is not successful, a letter is written to the recipient’s estate to 
request repayment of a possible overpayment. 

 
JFRS does not have any control procedures in place 

to identify deceased members or beneficiaries.  A Certificate 
of Death is not required by JFRS to process a death request.  
The most common method of notification is when the 
obituary is printed in the newspaper.  The JFRS Executive 
Director acknowledged that she typically attends the funerals 
for any deceased member.  JFRS is also notified of deaths when the surviving beneficiary 
or spouse calls to report the death, when the deceased member’s health insurance is 
canceled, or the when the bank account is closed and the electronic funds are rejected and 
returned.  Unlike the other two Kentucky retirement systems (TRS and KRS), JFRS does 
not use data from Vital Statistics or an outside vendor to assist with identifying deceased 
members. 
 
 
 

JFRS does not require a 
Certificate of Death to 

process a death request. 
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There is no policy or criteria regarding waiver of overpayment of benefits to 
deceased individuals.  The Executive Director makes the decision based on the amount of 
the overpayment, the number of days represented by the overpayment, and the potential 
cost to recoup the overpayment.  However, there is no defined timeframe, specific dollar 
amount, or percentage threshold when making the determination to recoup overpayments.  
The decision to recover retiree benefit overpayments rests solely with, and is made at the 
discretion of, the Executive Director of JFRS in practice.  This authority is not stated in the 
written procedures manual.  The Board of Trustees is not involved in any capacity with the 
decision to recoup overpayments.  
 

Unrecovered overpayments are an unnecessary and unordinary expenditure for 
JFRS.  For FYs 2017 and the period July 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018, the 
overpayments were approximately $385 and $967, respectively.  The amount of the 
overpayments ranged from $51.54 to $748.26 per individual.   
 
Recommendation  
 

We recommend JFRS: 
 Require a Certificate of Death prior to processing a deceased member or 

beneficiary request.  JFRS should also consider requesting a list of 
deceased individuals from Vital Statistics or an external vendor and 
performing a data match on a regular basis to ensure all deceased members 
and beneficiaries are properly identified.  This process should be 
thoroughly documented in the JFRS Procedures Manual. 

 Follow its procedures manual regarding ceasing benefits on the date of 
death for all deceased retiree benefit payments.  Furthermore, JFRS should 
follow the manual regarding requesting the overpayments.  If an 
overpayment is identified before the payment has been completed, then 
JFRS should fill out the appropriate forms to request the reversal of the 
payment.  If the overpayment occurs after the payment has been 
successfully paid to the deceased retiree, a written request should be made 
to the estate requesting repayment. 
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Appendix A: Sample KRS Letter to Investment Manager 
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Appendix B: Sample KRS Contract Language 
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Appendix C:  Redacted Version of Appendix B as presented on KRS website 
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Appendix D: Sample TRS Letter to Investment Manager, with Attachments 
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Appendix E: List of KRS Invoice Types, with Brief Descriptions. 
 

 
Averaging Refund to Employer - Returns contributions on members who do not 
average over the calendar year or fiscal year. 
 
Employer Purchase of Delayed - Bills employers the cost of the purchase of delayed 
service credit by an employer on behalf of a member.  
 
Employer Purchase of Hazardous Conversion - Bills employers the cost of the 
purchase of hazardous conversion by an employer on behalf of a member.   
 
Employer Free Military and Decompression Service - Bills the employer for the cost 
of the employer contributions and awards service credit for a member’s time on active 
military duty. 
 
Expense Allowance - Bills for the employer contributions due on the expense allowance 
paid to each county judge, sheriff, and jailer by a state agency. 
 
Health Insurance Reimbursement - Bills employers for reimbursement of health 
insurance premiums for those members who are reported in the Retired Re-employed 
contribution group and the member is covered under KRS provided health insurance. 
 
IPS Employer Refund - Returns contributions after an IPS review process is completed 
on a paid contract and an overpayment is determined to have been received.  
 
Monthly Reporting - Reflects the result of any variances from the balancing process and 
any contribution differences from the adjustment and error correction process.  
 
Omitted Employer - Bills for employer contributions due to a member’s period of 
employment that was erroneously omitted from monthly reporting. 
 
Penalty – EOY - Reflects the penalty assessed for late reporting of the school board end 
of year file. 
 
Penalty – Monthly Reporting - Reflects the penalty assessed for late reporting of 
monthly reporting. 
 
Reinstatement - Reflects adjustments processed for board or court ordered reinstatement 
periods. 
 
Standard Sick Leave - Bills employers for the cost of the unused sick leave balance for 
individual members only if the employer participates in the Standard Sick Leave 
program. 
 
Source: APA Based on KRS Employer Reporting Manual. 
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JFRS’S RESPONSE TO REPORT 
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AUDITOR’S REPLY TO RESPONSES FROM KRS AND TRS 
 
KRS 
 
The intent of SB 2 was to increase the transparency of the retirement systems and their 
contracts.  The legislature has specifically put this burden on KRS and TRS to maintain 
that transparency.     
 
KRS disputes the APA’s finding that it has “abdicated” its responsibility to abide by the 
open records act.  The key language of Kentucky Revised Statute 61.645(20) states “the 
systems shall separate the excepted material.”  Thus, the responsibility for separating this 
material is placed upon KRS, whether that separation is done by redaction or other 
means.  KRS has voluntarily given up this responsibility by allowing the investment 
managers to redact as they see fit, which is the very definition of abdicating.   
 
As noted in our report, items such as the name of the vendor, the date of the contract, 
table of contents headers, and fee terms are clearly not trade secrets.  Kentucky Revised 
Statute 61.645(19) specifically requires disclosure and posting of fees and commissions 
paid to investment managers.       
 
Information provided in KRS’s response regarding the total number of investment 
contracts that KRS has is not consistent with data provided to the APA by KRS staff on 
August 13, 2019.  KRS has provided the APA with three different numbers when asked 
for the total number of investment contracts it has.  Due to these repeated inconsistencies, 
it is difficult to have confidence in the information KRS provided pertaining to the 
number of investment contracts.  KRS needs to improve its process for tracking contracts 
with investment managers, so that it can resolve the discrepancies in the number of 
contracts reported.  
 
TRS   
 
TRS disagrees with the APA’s finding that it does not report carried interest as required 
by Senate Bill 2.  TRS argues that carried interest is exempt from disclosure as 
proprietary information.  However, Kentucky Revised Statute 161.250(4)(i) specifically 
requires disclosure and posting of “the dollar value of any profit sharing, carried interest, 
or any other partnership incentive arrangements.”  That requirement is unambiguous and 
leaves no room for the interpretation that carried interest is exempt from disclosure.   
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TO:  Board of Trustees of the 

  Teachers' Retirement System of the State of Kentucky 

 

FROM: Gary L. Harbin, CPA 

  Executive Secretary 

 

DATE:  September 16, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Executive Secretary’s Observations and Comments 

 

1. Trustee Education Program: The TRS Board of Trustees always has been devoted to gaining 

timely and relevant training on matters related to the proper administration of the retirement 

system. The board expressed its dedication to continuing education on November 17, 2008, when 

it adopted the Teachers’ Retirement System Trustee Education Program in accordance with KRS 

161.250(3)(c). The policy is contained in Appendix 9 of the Board Governance Manual. Chapter 

3, subparagraph 6 of the policy provides that the executive secretary will report concerning this 

program each year at the September board meeting. 

 

From July 2018 through June 2019, trustees attended 236 hours of combined approved training 

in accordance with the program. The approved training activities included a mix of programs and 

activities presented by national retirement associations, TRS staff and TRS service providers 

with expertise in investments, law and actuarial concepts. Topics covered a broad range of 

subjects, including pension and medical benefits administration, investment concepts, legal 

compliance, fiduciary duty and other matters that enhance the effectiveness of trustees in 

fulfilling their role and satisfying their duties under law.  

 

TRS staff also has assisted with providing specific training to trustees. TRS staff presented a 

one-day workshop in Frankfort that focused primarily on investment concepts, ethics and 

governance matters. 

 

2. Annual Trustee Workshop: TRS staff is planning a one-day trustee workshop in Frankfort that 

will focus on current issues in the administration of the retirement system. Staff anticipates 

presentations on funding, plan design, actuarial issues, investment concepts, ethics, governance 

and other matters. The trustee workshop has been scheduled tentatively for Monday, November 

25, 2019. 

 

3. GASB Statement Nos. 67 and 68: In June 2012, the GASB approved two statements 

concerning the accounting and financial reporting of pensions by state and local governments 

and pension plans. Statement No. 67, Financial Reporting for Pension Plans, addresses financial 

reporting for state and local government pension plans. Statement No. 68, Accounting and 

Financial Reporting for Pensions, establishes new accounting and financial reporting 

requirements for governments that provide their employees with pensions. While the two 

statements were being developed, TRS took an active role in communicating issues and concerns 

to GASB through a consortium of similarly situated public pension plans. 
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Statement No. 67 took effect for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014. Statement No. 68 took 

effect for the state and universities for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015.  

 

There has been some concern as to how these new accounting standards apply to Kentucky 

school districts, particularly whether these new accounting standards would affect the budgets of 

the districts. In response, there are two important points to note.  

 

First, as a critical reminder, GASB standards in general apply only to financial reporting. They 

do not mandate how a governmental pension plan is to be funded. In Kentucky, the 

commonwealth has a statutory obligation to provide pension funding through the employer 

retirement contributions it makes on behalf of teachers and administrators and payments toward 

the unfunded liability. As such, the responsibility for making employer contributions and 

addressing the unfunded liability of TRS rests with the commonwealth, not the local school 

districts. The new GASB accounting standards do not change the funding responsibility. GASB 

accounting standards do not require school districts to make employer contributions to TRS. 

 

Second, while these GASB accounting standards do impose financial reporting standards on 

governmental employers regarding pension liability, Kentucky is very different from other states 

in that Kentucky teachers and administrators generally are treated as employees of the 

commonwealth for pension and other purposes. Given this circumstance, GASB has confirmed 

that the commonwealth is responsible for reporting the annual required contributions and pension 

liabilities. Furthermore, GASB also has confirmed that Kentucky schools will not be required to 

report a share of the pension liability in district financial statements.  

 

TRS GASB 67 and 68 Reports: TRS published the accounting information required under 

Statement No. 67 in TRS’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2018. 

 

On July 19, 2019, TRS published the “GASB Statement No. 68 Report … Prepared as of and for 

the year ended June 30, 2018” for use by the state and other TRS employers. TRS’s report was 

audited by the external auditor, which expressed the opinion that the schedules present fairly, in 

all material respects, the employer allocation and other matters addressed. 

 

GASB Statement Nos. 74 and 75: In June 2015, GASB approved two statements concerning the 

accounting and financial reporting of other postemployment benefits (OPEB) by state and local 

governments and benefit plans. Statement No. 74, Financial Reporting for Postemployment 

Benefits Other Than Pension Plans, addresses financial reporting for OPEB plans. Statement No. 

75, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions, 

establishes new accounting and financial reporting requirements for governments that provide 

their employees with OPEB. 

 

TRS GASB 74 and 75 Reports: TRS published the accounting information required under 

Statement No. 74 in TRS’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2018. 

 

On July 19, 2019, TRS published the “GASB Statement No. 75 Report … Prepared as of and for 
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the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018” for use by the state and other TRS employers. Thereafter, on 

September 11, 2019, TRS reissued the report because each employer’s share of deferred inflows 

and deferred outflows was overstated. This resulted from the state’s share deferred inflows and 

deferred outflows not being itemized separately in the report. The reissued report also amended 

total OPEB expense to reflect unallocated employer contributions.   

 

TRS’s report was audited by the external auditor, which expressed the opinion that the schedules 

present fairly, in all material respects, the employer allocation and other matters addressed. 

 

The GASB Statement Nos. 68 and 75 reports and the external audit reports are available for 

review by the board. 

 

4. Retiree Medical Receives $70 Million of State Surplus: TRS recently received $70 million in 

state surplus funds to fund fully the Health Insurance Trust that pays for retiree medical. 

 

The legislature’s 2018-2020 budget provided full funding in the first year of the biennium and 

did not initially fund $70 million for the second year, which began July 1, 2019. But the 

legislature said that any surplus from the first year would go to pay the remaining $70 million. 

The state did see a surplus in the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2019, so TRS received the $70 

million.  

 

The $70 million means single coverage in the current fiscal year is fully funded; the money 

cannot be used for family coverage. 

 

5. Executive Secretary’s Meetings: The executive secretary has had meetings with several groups 

recently and will report to the board concerning the following: 

 

June 21, 2019 Meeting with Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 

June 24-25, 2019 Attended PSHCR Legislative Forum 

June 26, 2019 Meeting with KRTA Executive Committee 

July 2, 2019 PSHCR Conference Call 

July 10, 2019 Meeting with public relations consultant 

September 5, 2019 
Conference call with KY Chamber of Commerce Executive 

Director 

September 12, 2019 Lunch with new TRS Trustee 

September 13, 2019 Meeting with KY Chamber of Commerce staff 

 

6. Next Meeting: The next quarterly meeting of the board will be December 16, 2019. 
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